


OUR beloved Seventh-day Advent-
ist Church is now in a terrible
struggle between the conservative

doctrines of OUf pioneers, so beautifully
supported by our prophel, and the libeml
Calvinistic philosophies of the evangeli-
cals, supported by so-called Advelllisl
theologians.

In this crisis hour, we must ask our-
selves, Do we still believe lhat we are the

church of God for this tinal gen-
eration? Do we; still believe.:: that Ellen
White is the prophet to the final generation?
Or have we lost sight of our roots in
Millerism and the great disappointment or
184-P Do we still believe in our divine
origin? Do we understand that Ihccleansing
orthe sanctuary pcnains to llc; individually?
That this message was designated by Jesus.
making us distinct from the churches of
Babylon? Do we know and understand !.hal
the cleansing of our souls from sin must
precede the cleansing of Most Holy
Place? As Goel's remnant church do we
know that the three angels' messages (lrc
symbolic of a people who are experiencing
victories in their lives over all sin, both
hereditary and cultivated? Sec Testimol1;es,
vol. 6, 17-18.

Let us Inspirmion cxplains this
vital doctrine: "The angels arc represented
a:-. nying in the micbt of heaven, proclaim-
ing to the world a mcs'··.agt.: of wHming, and
having a direct bearing upon the people
living in the last C!<:lyS of this earth's hbtory.
No OIlC hears the voice of these angels, for
they arc a symbol 10 represent the people of
God who arc working in hannony with the
universe of heaven. Men und women, en-
lightened by the Spirit of God and s.ancti-
fied through the truth, proclaim the three
messages in their order." Selected Mes-
sages, book 2, 387.

As we honestly look at what is raking
place in Adventism today, do we not see the
Same form<.llism, worldlinc::;s, and spiritual
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stupor as that which has alrcady ovcrtaken
the fallen churches of Babylon? Arc we
witnessing the same reverence for the theo-
logical philosophies and theories of men, to
the neglect and disregard of the tnuh as it is
in thc Spirit of Prophecy and Bible'?

Thc remnant church, in this final hour
of our probation, is in possibly the worst
apostasy in the history of the grcnt
vcrsy between Christ and Satan. Wc arc
not Babylon, but do we not have a lot of
Babylon in our ranks? We were told by
our prophet that at the very cnd-timc there
would be an Omega of apostasy that
would be of a vcry startling naturc. See
ibid., book I, 197-205.

Do we now see that there has been an
attempt by Satan to destroy the sacred
doctrines of Adventism tlwt have made us
distinct from the churches of' Babylon?
God wamcd us of Satan's last great thrust
to dcstroy our speci<.ll warning mcssage to
the world just before the coming of Christ:

.. After the truth has been proclaimed
as a witnes." to all nations, at a time when
every conceivable power of evil is set in
operation, when minds arc confused by
the many voices crying, 'La, here is
Christ: 'Lo, He is there,' 'This is truth,' 'I
have a mcs...;age from God,' 'He has sent
me with great light,' and there is a remov-
ing of the landmarks, and ..Ill attempt to
tear down the pilillfS of our faith-then a
more decided effort is made to exalt the
false sabbath, and to cast contempt upon
God Himsclf by supplanting the day He
has blessed and sanctified." Ibid., book 3,
406.

How could this take place? Listen to
Gael explain:

"This is a time when Satan's decep-
tive power is exercised, not only upon the
minds of those who are young and
rienccd, but uJX>n the minds of men and
women of mature years and of broad
experience. Men in positions of responsi-
bility arc in danger of changing leaders.
This I know; for it has been plainly re-
vealed to me. I have been instructed that
thc enemy seeks to link up with men
bearing large responsibilities in the Lord's
work, in order that he may fill their minds

with evil devisings. Under his innuence
mcn will suggest many things that arc
contrdry to thc mind of God.- Special
Testimonies. Series B. No.2, 48; sec also
Review and Herald. December 16, 1890;
Testimonies, vol. 2, 439; ibid., vol. 5,294;
Testimonies to Ministers, 472-475.

Because many Adventists arc follow-
ing after the Calvinistic theology of salva-
tion (being saved in sin instead of savcd
from all sin), we arc now entering into the
apostasy called the Omega. II has been
building for many years and is now reach-
ing an intensity that should alann us, and
awaken us from our Laodicean condition
before it is too latc.

Jesus has been waiting for nearly 150
years for His church, His remnant people,
to receive the experience of righteousness
by the faith of Jesus. "A revival of true
godliness among us is thc grloAltest and
most urgent of all our needs." Selected
Messages. book I, 121.

Decided changes must now be made
all through our ranks-from the General
Conference leaders and our pastors to the
laity in our churches. God is now giving
us His last call. May He IlOW hclp uS to
answer this call.

"The Lord calls for a reformation all
through aLII' ranks.... Whcn the church is
awakcned, decided changes will be made.
Men and women will be convertcd, and so
filled will they be by the Spirit of God lhat
they will pass from country to country,
from city to city, proclaiming thc message
of tnlth. With hearts Iillcd with carnest
love for souls. they will open their Bibles
and presenlthe Word." Upward Laok, 16.

Let us all now be alarmcd <.\I our
rebellion, our spiritual indiffercnce to
God's rebukes and warnings, Our worldli-
ness, our Laodiccan attitude. Let us now
awake before probation closes.

Let us now comc up to every point
without compromise that we may pass the
lest and be purified by the working of lhe
Holy Spirit. May revival <.Ind refonnation
be our theme for 1996. Let us now return
to our roots, to the waymarks of our faith.

Ron Spem', EDITOR
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The Council ofTrent Casts Its
Shadow Across Christendom

prelates, somewhere around three hundred,
attended. The final decrees were signed by
two hundred and fifty members.

Two theologians, James Lynz and
Giovanne Marone, sttongly influenced the
councils. In the early pan of the first session
there arose a deep division over whether the
primary emphasis of the council should be
upon docttine first or discipline first. The
decision was to have them both dialogued
simultaneously; however, doctrine domi-
nated. The Council of Trent is called an
ecumenical council, but, in reality, it was
wholly Roman Catholic. Regardless, the
decisions of the Council of Trent have a
profound influence upon the ecumenical
movement of today.

Protestants were urged to attend, but the
Protestants were wary. Luther had launched
an attack in March of 1545 against the
upcoming council. Although there was no
involvement by Protestant representatives
at the first session, at the second session,
1551-1552 (after the death of Luther),
Protestant representations did come. How-
ever, they played no significant role be-
cause of their insistence on the primacy of
the Word of God, and the primacy of the
council over papal authority. This stand
was rejected by the papists.

It is imponant to recognize that the
council was dominated by Italian bishops,
along with a few dignitaries from France
and Poland, but few from any other coun-
tries. The German bishops were too preoc-
cupied with the war against Protestantism
to attend. There was no question that those
who were close to the pope dominated the
decisions that were made. Over the eight-
een-year period, twenty-five sessions were
held during three assemblies of the dele-
gates. Ironically, when disputes occurred
they were decided by the papal legate.

In perhaps the most imponant session,
the fust session, areas that were dealt with
included: 1) the role of the church as the
interpreter of the Scriptures, 2) the ap-
proval of the canon of Scripture, 3) the
continued acceptance of the Latin Vulgate
Bible, 4) original sin, 5) justification, and
6) the seven sacred sacraments.

In reality, the council rejected any
modification or compromise from the de-
veloped theology of the Dark and Middle
Ages. The church's supremacy over the
Scripture was affirmed. The Scripture was
held to contain the Apocrypha. The Latin
Vulgate was upheld as the Bible of the
Roman Catholic Church. The acceptance
of the Augustinian original sin theory was
confi.rmed. Luther's docttine of justifica-
tion alone was rejected. The eternal sig-

ever, because of a ten-year hiatus during
the calling of the sessions, Paul IV was
never directly involved in the activities of
the council, although his influence on the
final session was indeed very profound.
There were three assemblies of the coun-
cil; the first 1545-1547, the second 1551-
1552, and the third 1562-1563.
The first assembly was conducted under

Paul ill, and the number of prelates attend-
ing never exceeded fifty-seven. The second
assembly was conducted under Julian ill,
and the number of prelates rose to sixty-
two. However, at the third assembly under
Pius IV a much larger group of Catholic

IColin Standish I

POUR hundred and fifty years ago
this month the first session of the
Council of Trent convened on De-

cember 13, 1545. It is usually listed as the
19th council of the Roman Catholic
Church and was by far the longest ever,
involving a number of popes. Seven
months prior to the commencement of the
council, the pope visited the Austrian city
of Trent, in the Italian pan of the Tyrol
which is now pan of Italy. By the time the
council convened Pope Paul ill occupied
the papal throne. He was followed by
Julian ill, Paul IV, and Pius IV during the
eighteen-year period of the council. How-
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M any of the Roman Catholic doctrines now
crafted carefully in the canons that arose

out of the Council of Trent had their roots in
the theology of Augustine.

nificance of the seven sacred sacraments
(eucharist, baptism, confirmation, mar-
riage, holy orders, penance, and froal unc-
tion) was upheld. Thus was confirmed a
false sanctification established upon the
principles of sacramentalism.

The Bible teaches that sanctification,
like justification, was purchased by the
blood of Christ: "Husbands, love your
wives, even as Christ also loved the church,
and gave himself for it; that he might
sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of
water by the word, that he might present it
to himself a glorious church, not having
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing, but that
it should be holy and without blemish."
Ephesians 5:25-27. "Wherefore Jesus also,
that he might sanctify the people with his
own blood, suffered without the gate."
Hebrews 13: 12. "By the which will we are
sanctified through the offering of the body
oOesus Christ once for all." Chapter 10: 10.

Just as we are justified by faith, we are
also sanctified by faith. "To open their
eyes, and to turn them from darkness to
light, and from the power of Satan unto
God, that they may receive forgiveness of
sins, and inheritance among them which
are sanctified by faith that is in me." Acts
26:18.

In 1547 the council was transferred
from Trent to Bologna. Pope Paul ill
sensed that Charles V might take control
of the counci! and use the outbreak of the
plague to justify the transference. How-
ever, when the second assembly was con-
vened, 1551-1552, it was convened back
in Trent. It was during this time that the
Protestant envoys arrived, demanding the
rejection of all that had been voted at the
first meetings. These delegates denied pa-
pal supremacy and the papal authority
over the council. Nothing was resolved.

When in 1552 war broke out again in
Germany, Julius ill suspended the council,
beginning the ten-year hiatus before the final
assembly of the council took place. It was
during this time that Paul IV reigned (1555-
1559). Though he did not reconvene the
council, he was nevertheless extraordinarily
active in setting the stage for the final assem-
bly. In 1555 he signed the "Peace of
Augsburg" in which the rights of both
Catholics and Protestants to worship freely
were recognized. However, while signing it
the pope did not remain passive. He ada-
mantly refused to make concessions to Prot-
estants; indeed, he worked for the annihila-
tion of Protestantism. He made use of the
Inquisition, which he himself had introduced
and organized in Italy in 1542, long before he
became pope. He also introduced the index

of prohibited books in 1559, which con-
demned certain authors and books, and for-
bade Catholics to read them. In many ways,
not trusting the Curia, he disregarded some of
the decisions and canons of the earlier assem-
blies of the Council ofTrent.

Pius IV convened what proved to be the
last assembly of the Council of Trent. Many
more delegates were at this session. There
was a strong battle between those who
wanted to make significant concessions to
the Protestants, on the one hand, and the
papists who mew no such compromise, on
the other hand. The latter won out. The

eucbarist, for example, became the subjectof
two sessions. The council eventually decided
whether the chalice (the cup) should be
provided for the laity or only for the clergy.
This had been a prominent issue in Bohemia
a century and half before. Eventually it was
decided to deny the chalice to the people.

Also a concern to somedelegates was the
cult of the saints, the veneration of the relics,
and the docttine of purgatory. Canons for
each of these were, however, adopted. The
final day ofthe Council ofTrent wasDecem-
ber 4, 1563. Because of the severe illness of
Pius IV, Cardinal Marone brought the Coun-
cil ofTrent to an end. All canons and degrees
of the council were approved by Pius VI,
January 24, 1564. In 1564, a papal bull put
supreme authority on all that was formulated
by the Council of Trent. This formulation
was called the Trident Profession of Faith.
All Roman Catholic clergy and teachers
were required to declare sttict allegiance to
this bull. Protestant converts were likewise
required to accept it in its completeness.

Many of the Roman Catholic doctrines
now crafted carefully in the canons that
arose out of the Council of Trent had their
roots in the theology of Augustine. These
included the errors of predestination, once
saved always saved, original sin, and Christ
taking man's unfallen nature. Docttines
such as infant baptism, Sunday sacredness,
and the veneration of Mary, were hardly
addressed. In most of these were not
challenged by the Protestant Reformation.

Another shadow that was never far
away from the Council of Trent was the
Protestant identification of the Papacy as
the antichrist of biblical prophecy. But
somehow the delegates to the Council of
Trent were unable to frod a credible answer
to this belief. It is very important to ac-
knowledge that on the issue of docttine the
Roman Catholic Church made virtually no
changes. There were reforms that were
made, however. These reforms dealt with a
call for better education of the clergy,
stronger power of the clergy, the banning of
the most obvious excesses of the church,

including the misuse of indulgences. Thus
the Council ofTrent is seenas a center point
of the Counter or Catholic Reformation. It
also evidenced the rejection of the light
God shed upon the Protestant reformers.

Thus, in reality, the docttinal areas of
Roman Catholicism were more deeply en-
trenched and more determinedly crafted as a
result of the Council of Trent. The authority
of the Pope became unchallengeable. The
primacy of the church over theWord contin-
ued, deeply embedded in Roman Catholic
dogma. The ecumenical movement of today
seems to be either oblivious to the determina-
tion of the Roman Catholic Church to seek
unity only within the confines of their multi-
rudinous docttinal errors, or willing to unite
under papal control, accepting whatever con-
cessions are demanded.

The influence of the Council ofTrent is
seen in Pope John Paul II's twelfth encycli-
cal, It Unum Sillt (They all may be one).
This encyclical boldly reached out beyond
Catholicism to all Christendom. The encyc-
lical made two things plain, (1) the Roman
Catholic Church would not consider any
changes to its doctrinal points, and (2) there
was no possibility that the primacy of the
pope would be negotiable.

Surely this encyclical is a sober warning
to Protestants to remember the dictum,
"Rome never changes." Too many Protes-
tants believe the Papacy of today bears little
resemblance to the Papacy of the Middle
Ages, but that view bas no substantive sup-
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A t the moment, the Roman Catholic Church
J-\.may appear to have a reconciling attitude.
However, history will be repeated when the full
fury of Roman Catholicism will be seen against
those who oppose her way and her will.

port. There arc other PrOlcstants who arc
willing to go ahead, k'l1owing that they will
have to sUITCndcr their long heritage of
belief.... and practices. TIley sec the impotency
of their church and believe th31 the Roman
Catholic Church alone possc"i..."CS the power
to bring unity upon this planel. But such a
hope is buill upon ignorance of the clear
tcstimony of biblical prophecy. TI,e cruel
acts of the Roman Catholic Church during
the Middle will Ix: repeated on a vaslly
wider scale... And it was givcn unto him to
make war with the saints, and to overcome
them: and Ix>wcr wa.... givcn him over all
kindred"i, 'Ulel tongues, and nations'" Revela-

tion 13:7. It may bring an uneasy consensus,
but lasting unity is built upon truth and
rightcousncs." alone. and that. the Roman
C.ltholics will not honor.

At the moment. the Roman Catholic
Church mi.lY appear to have a reconciling

However, history will be re-
pcated when the full fury of Roman Ca-
tholicism will be seen against those who
oppose her way and her will:

,. The Roman Church now pre..<;cnts a
fair front to the world, covering with
gics her record of horrible cruelties. She has
clothed herself in Christlike ganncllts; but
she is unchanged. Every principle of the
Papacy that existed in past ages exists
today. TI,e doctrines devised in the darkest
ages are still held. Let none deceive them-
selves. The Papacy that Protestant<; (lrc now
so ready to honor is the $(.lIlle that ruled the
world in the days of the Refol1llation, when
men of God stood up, at the peril of their
lives, to expose her iniquity. She posses.'5es
the same pride and arrogant assulllption
that lorded it over kings and princes, and
claimed the prerogatives of God. Her spirit
is no less cruel and despotic now than when
she crushed out human liberty. and slew the
Sc:1ims of the Most High.

"TIle is what prophecy de-
clared that she would be, the apostasy of the
latter times. See 2 lllessalonians 2:3-4. It is
a pan of her policy to a:;sumc the character
which will best accomplish her purpose; but
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benCHth the v,mable appearance of the cha-
meleon she conceals the invariable venom of
the serpent. 'Faith ought not to be kept with
heretics, nor persons suspected of heresy'
(Lcnfant, volume I, page 516), she deelares.
Shall this power, whose record for a thou-
sand years is written in the blood ofthe saints,
be now acknowledged as a part of the church
of ChrisIT' TI,e Great COl/trover...)', 571.

I pray that no Seventh-day Adventist
will be dcceived. hut lhat we will sense
the way in which Satan is working
through the Papacy to ensnare the uncon-
verted and lhe weak. May God keep liS
protected againsl Rome's deceptions.

Shadows of the Council of Trcnt

A rcvicw of contemporary Catholi-
cism offcrs somc indication of JUSt how
influcnlial the Council of Trent was in
framing contcmporary Catholic thinking.

I. Pel"S(.'Cution. There are many today
who naively believe that tJ,Crc is a changing
attitudc by the PaJl'lcy to those opposing her
goals. On May 21,1995, visiting the Czech
Rcpublic, John Paul II apologized for vio-
lence by Catholics against Protestants during
the Counter Refonmllion (lhe time of
Council of Trent aJ1(lthercafter). How tmst-
worthy can such an apology be? After all,
Paul TV broke the Peace of Augsburg with
terrible persecution. Neither can we forget
that it was the prelates of the Roman Cttholic
Church who were rcsp:msible for u.rging
Sigismund, holy Roman emperor, 10 violate
his oath of safe pa.<.;Sage to Huss,
him to a cruel and terrible manyrdom.

Also. we recognize the circumstances
which led Pope John Paul 11 to his apology in
the Czech Republic. TI,e Roman C1tholic
Church in the Czech Republic is vigorously

10 have ret limed to her the propenies
which were annexed by the Communists
after the Second World War. ll,crc has been
strong opposition to this move by many
clements of the Czech citizenry, for they
weil-kiloW how the Roman Catholic Church
is guihy of taking many of these same
properties from the Protestants during the

terrible slaughters of the sevelllccnth century,
when all twenty-seven Protestant lords were
behe.1ded and their propel1ics annexed by the
Catholic Chureh.

It wiII be recognized that it is <.I time-
honored belief of Roman Catholicism that
no 'lgrcemcnt made with an apostate can
havc validity. Always, when Catholicism
has been able to playa dominant role in
govemmcnt affairs, her track record of
rcligious freedom is abysmal. The present
pope is urging a united world under his
leadcrship. Should such a world be
achieved, or even come close to being
achieved, is there any risk that Roman
Catholicism will repeat the terrible ex-
ccs."cs of its past history? Such persecu-
tion would be inevitable.

Talking or the tragic way in which
Protestants will subscrve the interests of
the Papacy. Sister White said, .. Have
these persons forgotten the claim of infal-
libility put fOl1h for eight hundred years
by this haughty power? So far from Ixing
relinquished. this claim was affinllCd in
the nineteenth century with greater posi-
tiveness than evcr before. As Rome as-
serts that the 'church lIe\'er erred; nor will
it, according to the Scriptures, ever err'
(John L. von Mosheim, Insfitll1es of Ec-
clesiastical book 3, century II,
part 2, chapter 2. section 9, note 17). how
can she renoullce the principles which
govemed her COUfsc in past ages?

.. The papal church will never relin-
quish her claim to infallibility. All that
she has done in her persecution of those
who reject her dogmas she holds to be
right; and would she not rcpeclt s..lmc
acts, should the opportunity be pre-
sented? Let the restraints now imposed
by secular governments be removed and
Rome be reinstated in her former power,

there would speedily be a revival of
her tyranny and perseclltion." The Great
C01l1roversy. 56-+.

2. Thc Primacy of the Church. It will
be recalled that in the second assembly of
the Council of Trcnt (1551 and 1552), the
Protestant n::prcscnt,Hion did corne to the
council, but played no significant role
because they insisted on the primacy of
the Word of God. and the primacy of the
council over papal authority.

In Pope John Paul II"s twelfth encycli-
cal. he again emphasized Ihe primacy of
the papal authority. But he dccl;;trcd that
he had a desirc. "To find a way of exercis-
ing the primacy, which. while in no way
renouncing what is essential for its
sian, is nonetheless open to a new situ-
ation." Orlando Scntinel, op. cit.



The Sin Problem

..••

When God Asked Women to Wear Pants
by Vernon Sparks

by Ron Spear
Roo Spear's latest book, The Sin Problem, arrives while many

are continuing to cloud the issues. While some Wit11ill Adventism
are teaching the gospel and maldng deCided attacks
against the pillars o[Adventism, The Sin
Problem presents iJlsigllts into the truths
which upllOld and strengthen the vel)'
pillars. that others strongly deny.
As is always Elder Spear's style, he

uses the Bible and tile SpiJit ofProphecy
to shed light upon Adventism's pillars.
lIe presents several themes which con-
cern the sin problem:

• the leaven oftnlth,
• the sanctuary,
• tJ1C thxec c::mgelti' messages,
• the sabhath,
• Babylon's wine,
• righteoUSllebS by faifh,
• the born again e.xperience, and
• the great delay.
Order The Sill Problem today lor just $5.00. Please see page 3

for shipping and sales i,a" information.

HardlY any discussion in Adventism can become more heated
than one surrounding whether Christian dress for women includes
slacks or pants. ..'
What does Inspiration tell us is healthful? ••

What is modest? What are the principles we
can apply today? By a study of human
physiology and the Inspired Counsels, the
author draws some interesting, thought-pro-
voking. and challenging observations.
Chapters in When God Asked Women to

Wear Pants are entitled "When God asked
Women to Wear Pants:" "When God Defined
Healthful Dress:" "When God Defined Mod-
esty:' and '"General Counsels on Christian
Dress ..' The book contains additional mate-
rial beyond what has appeared in Our Firm
Foundation (September through November
1995 issues).

When God Asked Women to Wear Pants is must reading in
every Adventist home. Paperback, 76 pages. Regular price: $4.50.
Only $3.95 until January 31. Please see page 3 for shipping and
sales tax information.

The shadow of the Council of Trent
can be seen in modern-day ecumcnislll.
This form of ecumcnism always calls for
Protcstants to surrender unconditionally
to the primacy of the pope and papal
teachings. Unfortunately. whereas in the

century Protestant leadership in
no wise surrendered to slich claims, in the
twentieth c0ntury it would seem that a
hypnotic spell has fallen across the minds
of the Protcstant leadership as they scck to
embrace the wooings of the Papacy.

3. Doctrine. The Counci I of Trent not
only reaffirmed all the medieval h0fcsics
that h,)(\ becn incorporated into Catholic
dogma, but it systcmatized thcm in church
canons. Once again the Roman C;:ltholic
Church is adamant that it will make no
concessions Oil the issuc of doctrincs.
Rather, it is looking forward to a unity
buill' upon those principles that arc held in
common by "all Christians." In reality,
that does nOt include the fHithful people of
God, but docs include Illost or the fallen
churches of Protestantism. Such common·
ality includes Sunday sacredness, the im-
mortality of the soul, original Sill, and
predcstination. But Rome will not be sat·
isficd until those drawn into her wcb
embract; the of Catholic dogma,
especially the primacy of the pope.

When Protestants refuscd to grow in
the light of the Seventh-day Adventist
mcssage to the glorious evcrlasting gas·
pel, they becamc imprisoned in the trap of
Catholicism and becamc opcn to the woo-
ings of the Roman Catholic hierarchy to
return to the bosom of Rome in those
areas whcre there are differcnces such as
the mode of baptism, penance, purgatory,
limbo, the rosary, the saints, Mary, and so
forth. The Roman Catholic Church is
shrewdly urging that those things which
divide not be made the issue. But history
is a wonderful teacher, fmd wherever two
lines of belief have been allowed in COIll-
mon, ultimately the error always prevails.
One classical example is the early com-
memoration or the Sabbath and SUllday.
But, ultimately, Rome was never satisfied
until the Sabbath W;'IS abolished and Sun-
day reigned as the only day of worship.

My burden is that Seventh-day Ad-
ventists will not be deceived by the wiles
or the Papacy, A sweet, reasonable ap-
proach will eventually turn into ultimate
ruthless fury when God's saints refusc to
violate the holy law of God by surrender-
ing to the satanic error::; of popery. 0
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But, true to Elder McClure's words,
n there is no turning back" by some in the
orth American Division, from the ordi-

nation of women to the gospel ministry-
even if it means going directly contrary to
God·s highest hUlllou authority' On Sat-
urday afternoon, September 23, 1995,
thcre was a laying-on-of-hands ordination
service for threc womcn at the Sligo
Seventh-day Adventist Church in Takoma
Park, Maryland.

Some portray this ceremony as merely
an ordination of women as local elders, but
they fail to note that the three women had
previously been ordained as local elders and
had already been functioning with that
authority. Others portray this event as
merely "an affirnlation" of women to min-
istry-deaconesses, dorcas I""ders, Bible
workcrs, local elders, ,md so on. This expla-
nation, however, is belied by the list of
attending guests from across the United
States, such as Charles Scriven, president of
Columbi<t Union College, Louis Venden,
professor of ministerial studies at Pacific
Union College, Lawrence Geraty, president
or La Sierra University, and Fritz Guy,
professor of theology at La Sierra Univer-
sity.s It is belied by the special service,
with its distinctive, beautifully printcd
program, just as is usually reserved for the
ordination of men to the gospel ministry.
It is also belied by the response of one of
Ihe candidates who referrcd to the ongo-
ing embarrassment she had experienced in
her ministry when she had to interact with
non-Adventist colleagues in activities
where ordination was expected. She said
nit was hard being a chaplain and not
ordained, but harder still was 'belonging
to a church that will not ordain women.'
Now it docs, she said," 6

Joining the
Independence
Party

ship party. Thus,
when exercising
our God-given
privilege to do what
is right in our own
eyes, we need to be
certain that what we
are separating from
is in the wrong, and
that what the sepa-

ration will enable us to clo is in the right.
Above all else, we clearly need to be certain
that OUf search for ,. freedom of expres-
sion," and for" fulfillment," does not lead
us to independence from God and His truth.

Dl'ring the 1994 General Conference
Fall Annual Council, Elder A. C. McClure,
president of the North Ameriean Division,
presented an appeal to tlle General Confer-
ence to allow each division to decide for itself
whether or not to ordain women to the gospel
ministry. He reminded them that previous
authority had been given (Q the divisions to
decide for themsclves as to whether or 110t to
ordain women as ciders. He reported
that 1110rc than one thousand women were
currently serving as ordained ciders in the
North American Division, Hc went on to
state that from this prcvioLisly given authority
to .. make a decision on ordination of
women," that .. thcre is no tuming back.·' I

As most Adventists know, the dclcgatc...<:;
10 the recent General Conference session in
Utrechl, Netherlands, vOlCd to dcny the
request of the North American Division for
each division to have the authority to ordain
womcn if they so choose. 111C VOle was 673
in favor of the rcqucs1 and 1.481 against.
This decision was detennined after ihc
evaluation of Scriplurc in which the major-
ity based their view upon a literal interpre-
tation of the Divine Word."'

ON Monday, September 25, 1995,
Mr. Ross Perot, a 1992 candidate
for President of the United Statcs,

announced the intention of forming a
third political party in the United States.
This proposed third party is ealled the
Independenee Party. This effort to form a
party independent from the present Re-
publican and Democnuic Parties is bred
by an ongoing dissatisfaction with how
Amcrica is being governed. It is an effort
on the part of freethinking men and
women to do what they believe is right in
the political and social arenas. This free-
dom of America's citizcns 10 do what is
right in their own eyes, the frcedom to be
independent from the statllS quo, is what
strengthened America and made her a
leader in thc rest of the world,

However, it is one thing to join a party
independent from other political or social
groups, but completely another matter to
become a mcmber of a group independent
from the established leadership of one's
govemment. For example, a soldier in the
army of his country who joins with those
doing what is right in their own eyes can
be tried for treason. Furthcmlore, he runs
thc risk of execution for rebellion.

Serious consequcnces can also be the
fate of members of a religious body who
choose to join an indepcndent-from-leadcr-

Vernon Sparks
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The various false gospels in Adventism have
a common theme. In one way or another

they downplay or negate the necessity of-or
the possibility of-overcoming sin in this
present life.

Such activities by a local church cre-
ales serious difficulties for church admini-
stration. If the local church continues to
follow protocol by sending its tithe to thc
local conference office, which in tum
pays thc salary of the ordained woman
pastor, then the conference is party to the
rebellion. If the local church pays the
ordained woman pastor directly, then it
has broken from organizational protocol
in how to handle the tithes. These are
indeed serious problems for church offi-
cials. The most serious aspect of the situ-
ation, though, is that it is open rebellion
against the General Conference in world
session, God's highest human authority
on earth. We, each one, need to lift up in
prayer the leadership of our church that
they will know how to apply appropriate
discipline to this open rebellion.

We should not be overly surprised by
this incident of independence from some in
the leadership ofGod's church. As a people
we were recognized as being in the
Laodicean condition as early as 1856, some
nine years prior to being organized as a
chuTch.? For many years now we have, in
many ways, acted independently from
God's directives regarding the operation of
His educational, health, and publishing
institutions.s As we have rejected light from
God in one area, we eventually have be-
comespiritually blind in other areas. Begin-
ning in the 19505, our doctrinal unity was
disrupted by the entrance of New Theology
teachings. In order to please inquiring
Evangelieals we printed the book Ques-
tions 011 Doctrines, purporting that Advent-

ists believe that the atonement was com-
pleted on the cross, and that Christ came to
this earth in a sinless, human nature like that
of Adam before the Fall. From that time on,
our doctrinal unity has continued downhill
to the point that today there is acknow-
ledged to be at least five distinct versions of
the gospel being preached by well-known,
professed Seventh-day Adventists" We,
who pride ourselves on being a people of
the Book, are in disagreement regarding
what Inspiration teaches about how men are
saved. Clearly, there ean be only one true
version of the gospel. AII others are perver-

sions of the truth and are thus formulated
independent of Inspiration.

Today, we are not only operating our
institutions, in many ways, independent of
the Lord's directives, but we arc also fonnu-
Jating and giving to the world an inde-
pendent-from-the Lord version of the thrcc
angels' messages. These independent-from-
God versions of the gospel arc borrowed
from the fallen, so-called Christian churches,
and are truly new-to-Adventist beliefs.

The various false gospels in Adventism
have a common theme. In one way or another
they downplay or negate the necessity of-or
the possibility of-overcoming sin in this
present life. Some of them accomplish it by
broadening the definition ofsin to include the
inherited evil of our fallen nature, as well as
the wrong choices of our will. Thus, accord-
ing to them, the Christian, who through the
power of the indwelling Holy Spirit over-
comes all willful disobedience to known
truth, will still be sinning until Christ re-
moves the sinful nature at His second com-
ing. By using a broader definition of sin than

Inspiration, they portray as impossible the
goal that lnspiratiol1 holds up before us.

"Nevertheless if thou wam the right-
eous man, that the righteous sin /lot, and
he doth not sin, he shall surely live,
because he is wamed; also thou hast deliv-
ered thy soul." Ezekiel 3:21. (All empha-
sis supplied unless otherwise noted.)

.. Awake to rightcousness, and sin 110t; for
some have not tl,e knowledge ofGod: I speak
this to your shame." I Corintllians 15:34.

The Independence Party Gains Momentum
The following appeared in the November 6, 1995, issue of

the Gleaner, the official paper of the North Pacific Union
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists with headquarters in
Portland, Oregon, U.S.A. It is part of an article, "North
American Women in Ministry" by the president of the Union,
Bruce Johnston.
"A Statement of Commitment To Women in Gospel

Ministry, October 13, 1995.
"Because we believe that God calls both women and men

to the gospel ministry, we were disappointed by the General
Conference vote in Utrecht to deny ordination to women.
While loyal to the Seventh-day Adventist Church, we still
ftrrnly believe in the biblical rightness of women's ordination.
"We appreciate the leadership role that Elder A. C. MeClure,

our North American Division President, exhibited at Utrecht as
he represented our division's request that the decision to ordain
women be made regionally by the various world divisions. We
are pleased that Elder McClure has already taken steps to

establish a Presidential Commission on Women in Ministry to
find ways to validate our commitment to women in ministry.

"Therefore, in support of the work of the Presidential
Commission and our desire for full equality of men and
women in ministry, we ask that the following steps be taken
and pledge our vigorous support:
"I. Authorize full equality of practice in ministry: Grant

women and men full equality in the practice of ministry by
eliminating all policies where ordination is a prerequisite
and/or men and women ministers are treated differently,
including the authority to, A. Hold any church office, including
being a conference, union, division or General Conference
president; B. Ordain local elders and deacons; C. Organize and
disband churches; D. Perform pastoral funetions outside one's
own district.
"2. Enhance the Commission Service: We encourage

enhancing the currently authorized Commissioning Service as
a public affirmation of women set apart for a life of ministry.
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The true gospel teaches that sin is "the
transgression of the law" -rebellion-the

choice of an intelligent mind to live contrary to
God's will.

.. God demands of us perfecl obedi-
ence to His law-the expression of His
chan-tCler. 'Do we then make void the law
through faith? God forbid: yea, we estab-
lish the law: Romans 3:31. This law is the
echo ofGod's voice, saying to us, 'Holier,
yes, holier still.· ...

"God plainly stated that He re-
quires us to be and because He
rcquin:s this, He has made provision that
we may be panakcrs of the divine nature.

Only thus can we gain success in Our
striving for ctcmal life. The power is
gIven by Christ. 'As many as received
him, to them gave he power {Q become the
SOilS of God.' John I: 12." 10

Other false gospels in Advcntism, by
cxnlting justification (pardon) und down-
playing sanctilication (transformation with
obedience), portray a:-; unncccsS<.Iry the goal
that Inspiration not only holds lip before liS
but demands of us-perfecI ohedience.

hTrue sanctificCltion means perfect
love. perfect obedience. perfect conformity
to Ihe \l'ill nfGod. We arc to bc!'ailctificd to

God through obedience to the truth. Our
conscience must be purged from dead
works to serve the living God. We arc not
yel perfect; but if is our pri\'i1ege fO ell!
away from tlte el11ll11glemellls of self Gnd
sill. and lIdml1ce 10 perfection. Great possi-
bilities. high and holy attainments, arc
placed within the reach of aiL" II

.. BUI the goslXl of good news was not
to oc interpreted ill> allowing mcn 10 live in
continucd rebellion ag3inst God by tr.ms-

gn..'ssing His jllst and holy law. Why cannot
those who claim to understand the Scrip-
tures, sec that God's requirement under
grace is just the SHIllC [asJ He made in
Ec!i;n-pelj'ecl ohedience to His lalV, In the
judgment. God will ask those who profess
to he Christians, Why did you claim LO
believe in My Son. and continue to trans-
gr0.".;..'\ My law? Who n.::quin.::d this your
hands-to trample upon My rules of right-
eousness? .Behold. to obey is better than

and 10 hearken than Ihe fat of
rams.' 1 Samucl 15:22. The g05pel of the
New Testament is not the Old Testament

standard lowered to meet the sinner and
&lve him in his God requires of all His
subjecls obedience, emire obedience 10 all
His commandmems. He demands now as
ever perfect as the only title
to hem·ell. Christ IS our Hope and our
Refuge. His righteousness is only impllled
to the obediem. Let us accept it through
failh, that the Father shall find in US 110 sill.
But those who have trampled on the Holy
Law will have no right to claim tl1m right-

Oh Ihat we might view the im-
mensity of the plan of salvation as obediem
children/o all requiremems, believ-
ing that we have peace wilh God through
Jesus Christ, our Atoning Sacrifice!" 11

h Now, while we point the sinner 10
Jesus Christ as the Onc who can take away
sin, we must 10 him wl1m sin is,
and show him the necessity of being saved
from his sins, not in them. He must be
made to feci that he must cease to trans-
gres.s the lawaI' God, which is to cease to
sin." lJ (Emphasis in the original.)

The truc gospel teaches that sin is "the
transgrc......o.;ion of the law" -rebellion-the
choice of an intelligent mind to live con-
trary to God's wilL 1-1 The true gospel
teaches that justification and sanctilicmion
arc opposite sides of lhe same gospel coin.

We are not ju,".itilicd apart fi'om sanctifi-
cation. We arc not pardoned unlcs.<:; we are
willing 10 be transfonned. We arc not for-
givcn our sins until we arc willing, by Goers
grace, to quit sinning. Pardon. or jw;tifica-
tioll. provisional umil sanctification is
achieved. We arc sav(.x! both by Christ'S life
of perfect obedience, his deatll 2,000 years

·'3. Increase the role of women in the church: We believe
that we must take steps to increase the presence and participation
of women in ministry by, A. Encouraging conferences to call
more women into pastoral ministry; B. Recruiting women to
greater leadership and officer roles at all levels of the church.
"4. Clarify our theology of ordinatinn: We request that

the General Conference initiate a study process to clarify our
understanding of ordination so that it more fully reflects
biblical theology and Adventi t mission. We need confidence
that our practice of ministry ordination is grounded in the
Word of God and not in church history. The dialogue at
Utrecht regarding ordination of women demonstrated U,e
church's need to increase our members' understanding and
application of basic Biblical hermeneutical principles.

"While we support the vote at Utrecht, we are also
committed lO the goal of women·s ordination. We believe lhat
the same Holy Spirit who calls, leads, and blesses women in
pastoral ministry is also calling our eorire church to increased
faithfulness ill its affinnation and validation of women in
gospel ministry. We ask all our brothers and sistcrs in the
Nortll American Division to actively and prayerfully join that
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journey. Let us be a 'priesthood ofall believers' in proclaiming
togeUter the Good News that Christ is coming soon.

Union Conference Presidents
forth American Division"

This statement clearly places the North American Union
Conference Presidents in a head-on collision course Witll the
recent decision of the General Conference in world session to not
allow regional decisions regarding the ordination of women to
the gospel ministry. We wonder, how can this position of
leadership be used to discourage or deter locaJ congregations, or
other groups, from following in the openly rebellious footsteps of
the Sligo O,urch? The most alarnling aspect of this statement of
commitment, however, is that it well documents the fonnation of
two groups within Adventism based upon a difference ofhow we
interpret and relate to Inspiration. One might ask, Is the North
American Division forming its own '. independent ministry"?
We can be certain that when two major groups in the Seventh-
day Adventist Church differ in their" wlderstanding and applica-
tion of basic Biblical hermeneutical principles" that tl,e "inde-
pendence Party" has gained great momenlum.-EoITORS



L aodicea has disobeyed the Lord for so long
in the operation of His institutions, as well

as in our personal lives, that our increasing lack
of spiritual discernment has led us to evolve
perversions of the gospel.

Books recommended for further re-"ding:

• Adventism's New View ($6.75) and Those Who Do Not
Remember the Past ($8.50)-These books urunask the false
gospels of overemphasized justification to the neglect of
sanctification.

• Heaven's Health Service ($5,75)-An overview of God's plan
for His health work.

• Laodicea: Her Authority, Organization, and Destiny
($12.50)-A wide-ranging discussion on the organization and
authority of the Seventh-day Adventist Church, its Laodicean
condition, the role of supportive ministries, the shaking of
Adventism, the church militant, and the church triumphant.

• The Sin Problem ($5.00)-This book explains how the sin
problem is our-Laodicea's-problem.

Each of these books may be ordered from Hope International.
Please see page 3 for shipping and sales tax infonnation.

ago, and by His present life of pcrlect
olxxlicnce ill ll'i today.15 We arc saved by
faith in His pardoning gidCC, along with faith
in His enabling grace to obey. His pardon of
our past sins is our title 1O heaven. and His life
of viclOry over sin in our pr(....··"iCnt life is our
fitness-what qualities us-for heaven. 16

.. But we nrc bound to give thanks
alway to God for you, brethren beloved of
the Lord. because God hath from the
beginning chosen you to sil1vation
through sanctification of the Spiril and
bclit;f of the truth. ,. 2 TIlessalonians 2: 13.

Christ tame not merely to S<lve us from
the condcmnmion of our sins but also

to $<:lve LIS from the power of sin in our
present Ii fe. This is the true gospel that must
be given to every nation, kindred, tongue,
and people before Christ can come. This is
the true three angds' messagc.<;,;, the true
rightcousncs..... by [uith that looks not only to
the cross for the ""rdon of sin, but equally
to Christ's ongoing ministry in the Mo:::.t
Hoi)' Place of the heavenly sanctuary for
enabling grace 10 be righteous. ,. Rightcoll")-
ness is right doing." 17

1llis common crror, taughl by the inde-
pendent-from-I nspirat ion gospels, Ihat
downplays or negates the necessity of obedi-
ence to God's requirements III life,
threatens God's JX,."Ople with great d,mger.
Human nature being what it is, we will surely
not achieve that which we do not oclieve is
possible or ncccss<:U)'. We never achievc
higher objectives than that for which we aim,
by lI,e graee of God. In real it)', these false
gospels tum the tnle gospel upside down by
claiming lhat man is saved in his sins. rJthcr
than from his sins. L..aodicea has ctisohcyed
the Lord for SO long in the 01:>Gration of His
institutions, as well as in OUf personal lives,
tJ1at our incn::.a::.ing lack of spiritual disccm-
ment has led lI.."; to evolve perversions of the
gospel. 1l1CSC erroncous gospels comfort lL'i
by rcaching that JXrfcct obedience to G<XI in
this life IS not really lJOS'ible, nor is it
n..:quirccl.

We arc lulled into cHmal security by the
message that we can be saved in spite ofour

independence from large portions of
Christ"s din:ctives through the Spirit of
Prophecy as to how we are to live and work
for Him. We are prncticing and promulgat-
ing the samc popular gospel of the fallen
churches of Christianity that tc;1ches that
we can pick and choose the portions of
Go<l"s expressed will to olx:y and still be
assured of salvation. Such spiritual blind-
ness will prove fatal unlc.o;;;s we <:Iwaken.

Anothcr hannful aspect of inde-
pendent-From-God gospels, is that they
downplay or negate the ... impor-
tance. and relevance of the third angel's
message which must be earned to the whole

world. If perfect obedience to God's ex-
pres..'i will is impossible or unnecC&'Xlry,
why do we fccl obligated to preach that
Gcx:1 requires that we observe the scvcnth-
day Sabbath? Ifjustification alone provides
qualific<!tion, as well as our tille to heaven,
tJ1cn it is logical to concludc that the .. gos-
pel" pre3ched by the Baptists, Lutherans,
or any of II number of denominations
will help us to finish the go::.fXl cOl1llllis-

sion. Will their sharing of partial gospel
relieve ll"> of our nced to share thc full
gospel message 1O every person on planct
earth? If obedience to unique beliefs b
neither possiblc nor C5..<;;cntial to salvation,
thcn why need r sacrifice and pUI forth
special effort to carry them to the far
corners of the curth? Attcmpts have bccn
made to palm off on God's remnant people
just such conclusions. IS If God can save me
while I am in known disobedience to Him,
Ihen why do I need 10 Ix: " Seventh-day
Adventist? Or why docs the Seventh-day
Adventist Church even need to exist? If
complete obedience to Gcxl's will is neither
possible nor necCS5aI)', thl:1l why do I need
to be willing to suffer pct"Sl."Cution. even
possible death, over whieh day of the week
to kccp holy? Indeed, slIch teachings
and gospels, that downplay or negate obe-
dience as cs.."'Clltial for salvHlion, arc deadly.

Tragically, we <:Ire indeed witne&sing
some deadly gospels being taught by in-
dq)cl1lll:nt parties fonning and growing
among us today. But, we need not be
discouraged. Because of our refusal to
arouse from our Laodicean lethargy, God
has allowed, as He said Hc would, here-
sies to COI11t.: in alllong lIS.19 The purpose
of these false gospels today is to force LIS
to study for ourselves that we might
aw,lken from our spiritual blindness and
lethargy. Unquestionably, we arc well
into the end-lime shaking of
Adventism which will scpmatc the tares
from the wheat under the
related to Sunday laws.:!o
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tions! How starry-eyed the youth of those
bygone days!

Yes, we were aware that a shaking
would take place. We knew that some of
our brightest stars would go out in dark-
ness and that a time was foretold when our
own former brethren would become our
worst enemies. But never for a moment
did we anticipate that these events would
transpire in a time when there were SO few
outside pressures impinging upon our
church. We confidently anticipated that
these events would occur when the Sab-
bath became such a test that universal
economic boycolls and death decrees
would be promulgated. Surely, we mused,
nothing less than such dire tests of faith
would drive believers to rum to the strong
arm of the state to punish fellow brothers
and sisters, to desert the truth, or to com-
promise with the fallen churches of Baby-
lon. That such matters would transpire in a
time of peace and safety was unthinkable.

In truth, we have seriously misread the
evidence of Scripture and the Spirit of
Prophecy. Contemporary Seventh-day
Adventist history shows this fact. What
has so disturbed our beloved church? Nu-
merous causative factors may be cited, but
I believe they can be condensed into two
fundamental alterations in direction.

The first of these damaging alterations is
a current failure to ask the vital question, "Is
there a word from the Lord?" See I Kings
22:5. Instead, when confronted with different
decisions, we now ask, "What do the experts
say?" We are no longer people of the Bock.
Little by little the 'wisdom' of the world,
both secular and ecclesiastical, has become
the nom] by which we seek to solve our
difficulties. Yet Inspiration uniquely reveals
the solutions of our all-wise God, solutions
which alone will ensure success.

Thus, we expend large surus to hold
seminars on many aspects of our church's
work. We construct a detailed Church
Manual to direct the function and discipline
of our church. We seek closer and closer
ecumenical ties with the fallen churches of
Babylon, and seek to follow their ecclesias-
tical innovations. We go to courts of law
endeavoring to solve internal church dis-
putes. We follow current business and pro-
fessional practices in our medical, educa-
tional, and publishing work. And all this
time Scripture is less and less a Source of
reference for us. From this negligence
stems a reduction in personal Bible and
Spirit of Prophecy study. For many, man-
consttucted books are judged to be more apt
than God's Word in providing insights into
the complex situations of the nineties, even

Whither Goeth Our Church?
UTRECHT 1995 is now history.

Over fifty alterations to the
Church Manual were considered

along with seventy-two alterations to the
Church Constitution and Bylaws. Some
alterations voted will make minimal im-
pact upon God' church; others will live
on to haunt us.

My own pervading perception ofUtrecht
1995, was one of an almost utter lack of a
sense of urgency. It was as if the great
climactic event enshrined in our denomina-
tional name possessed no imminence what-
soever. "Toronto 2000" was spoken of as if
its occurrence were a certainty. All oue
believers will pray that Utrecht will have
been the final General Conference session in
the history of eternity. One presentation
alone provided a reminder of the Second
Advent, and one recalled the Bible docttines
so precious to past generations of Seventh-
day Adventists.

That our church is in decline is evi-
dent. Such reality is heartbreaking to a
generation of Seventh-day Adventists
who have grown up in this truth and have
recall of the pre-1956 era in which we saw
ourselves as "a peculiar people" (I Peter
2:9), unique in doctrine, unique in pur-
pose, unique in standards, and unique in
concepts of education and health. This
generation grew up with a vision of their
church progressing from one victory to
another until, imbued by the latter rain
power, it should emblaze the entire earth
with the light of the everlasting gospel,
'" fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and
terrible as an army with banners" (Song
of Solomon 6: 10), until every nation,
kindred, tongue, and people would be
compelled to make the decision of all
decisions, and Christ would return.

How nostalgic the thirties and forties
now appear! How unrealistic the expecta-

Russell R. Standish
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We have never lost such a high percentage
of our youth to the world as since we

began to utilize the devil's methods in order to
" save our youth."

to the point where numerous novels now
adorn the shelves of our Adventist Book
Centers.

The result of our growing disregard for
Inspiration is the ever-expanding teaching
of apostate doctrines in our colleges, a
growing indifference towards sin in our
midst, associated with an increasing intoler-
ance of those who cry out for fidelity and
purity among us. In turn, these matters
dictate harsher and harsher rules in vain
efforts to silence the voices of concern.
Doctrinal agnosticism is proclaimed in high
places. In Issues, page 109, the leaders of
the North American Division claimed that
our church had no settled understanding of
the doctrines of sanctification, the nature of
sin, and the human nature of Christ. Pagan
practices, such as charismatic worship serv-
ices, hypnotism, religious processions, and
Easter surtrise services, are being trans-
ported from Babylonish churches into our
church. Our schools, medical institutions,
and publishing bouses have so depaned
from the paradigm as to be virtually worth-
less as propagators ofour distinctive Bible-
based beliefs. Indeed, our disregard of In-
spiration is so pervasive that it now appears
that the precious Adventist message will
not be passed on to the next generation. See
Adventist Review, March 7, 1991, North
American Division leaders.

Unless God's church returns to Inspi-
ration it will splinter into small fragments;
it will lack spiritual power, losing its
focus and becoming an easy prey to the
deceptions of the antichrist.

The Bible specifically sets forth the
reasons why our church is in this present
deplorable state:
"But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt

not hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy
God, to observe to do all his command-
ments and his statutes which I command
thee this day; that all these curses shall
come upon thee, and overtake thee." Deu-
teronomy 28: 15. But, should we repent
with sincere hearts, God's certain promise
to us is: .. And it shall come to pass, if thou
shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of
the Lord thy God, to observe and to do all
his commandments which I command
thee this day, that the Lord thy God will
set thee on high above all nations of the
earth." Verse 1. How my heart yearns for
God's remedy to come to His church!

The second general reason for the rapid
decline of God's church is that every effort
is being undertaken to ttartsform God's
people from the vibrant upholders of truth
and righteousness, with their position on
the cutting edge of proclamation, into a

docile flock, covered by a dontineering
clergy who act as if they perceive the laity's
dual role to consist solely of supplying
funds for their purposes and giving unques-
tionable support for all of their acts.

In many churches, the elders have
been displaced from their duty to shep-
herd the local congregation. Ineffectual
pastors largely assume this role, the elders
being reduced to the duties of hymn an-
nouncement, prayer presentation, and of-

fering calls. Ordination is not required for
such duties.

Many pastors, apparently valuing their
future prospects in what is rapidly becom-
ing a profession rather than a calling, know
full well which human agents control their
upward mobility in the work. Most have
lost the concept that they have reached the
pinnacle of their calling when they have
humbly accepted and dutifully performed
the role that our God assigned to them.
Those pastors who do not understand this
fact often assume the dual task of molding
the congregation to comply with confer-
ence policies, whether righteous or not, and
act like conference intelligence agents, re-
porting any signs of protest againsr the
current plans to alter faith and practices in
the conference.· In this manner ministers
trust that they will not be overlooked when
.. promotions" are considered. Under these
circumstances the laity become spiritual
pygmies, mere conformers, not to Christ
and HiS -Word, but to the ecclesiastical
whims of the moment. There can-lie no
other explanation for the ease with which
glaring apostasy, profane worship services,
and appalling Christian standards spon-
sored by the church administtators, have
been placidly accepted by laypeople who
full well know their peril.

It is common for church members to
attest that they do not enjoy or appreciate
worship trends in our church, but they accept
the foolish claim that these disgraceful altera-
tions are essential for "the youth." How
church members can believe such manifest
foolishness when every criterion of Inspira-

tion declares these approaches to be false,
one does not know. We have never lost such
a high percentage of our youth to the world
as since we began to utilize the devil's
methods in order to .. save our youth." It
seems that any compromise with the world
which our church wishes to make is said to
"benefit the youth." This immediately ap-
peases the consciences of the great majority
of church members. These programs are not
only a curse to senior church members, but

they are a far greater curse to the youth they
were intended to bless. Surely it is wake--up
time for God's laypeople.

A recent public program "for the
youth" held in Mildura, Australia, and
reported in the South Pacific Record, July
15,1995, invited an overseas speaker and a
Sydney singing group called Iron and Clay
to participate. The godless music of that
band could be heard blocks away. This
group followed a growing trend ofselecting
a sacred title for their unsacred presenta-
tions. Another example is the Western
Australian group which has chosen to call
itself The Midnight Cry. Instead of plead-
ing with these young people to tum to the
purity and sacredness of our Lord, we
encourage them by placing them on display
as if their worldliness is approved of God.
The Mildura Church pastor was quoted as
stating, "Music is the god of this age, and if
we don't exploit it, the devil will." How it
hurts to see laypeople permitting the pastors
to agree to the devil exploiting his music in
our churchesl- thii:-progrnm_
was an ecumenical presentation in which
people were given a smorgasbord of
churches from which they could select to
STudy God's Word. To offer people fellow-
ship with the churches of Babylon is a
scandal in God's church. It is an utter denial
of the task our God has entrusted to us as
His remnant people.

Many church programs designed osten-
sibly for the youth are no more than excuses
to totally alter our sacred worship of God.
In the British Union Youth Department
magazine, Encounter, no. 2, 1995, in an

December 1995 Our Firm Foundotion 13



Did our Lord not foresee the tragic state of
His church? Did He not provide a

solution? The answer to both questions is
"Yes."

article written by the communications di-
rector of the Columbia Union Conference
(U.S.A.), the youth wcre encouraged not
only to usc their senses of hearing and
speech in worship, but they were also
introduced to touch by holding hands, taste
by eating bread and drinking fruit juices,
<lnd smell by adding incense to the worship
service. The Western Australian Confer-
ence Youth magazinc, French Bread, April
1995, quoted ule concept that the purpose
of worship is excitement, and that the youth
band would bring such excitement. That
parents and grandparents sit in their scats
mute while such blasphcmy is pennittcd to
bc served up to the young people for whom
Christ died, is a Jl1 ..ltter of profound mys-
tery. God's call to our youth is to "wor-
ship the Lord in the beauty of holincss."
I Chronicles 16:29.
Any conccmcd member may discover

degrading teachings in our official youth
programs and materials. All one has to do is
to read conference and union youth publi-
cations, such as the Yo/{rh Sabhath School
Quarterlies, Guide, II/sighr, repolis in de-
nominational magazines on youth activi-
ties, and local church programs, in order to
find docul11entation of.a startling character,
widely scattcnxl throughout our church. In

North America, W,-::stem Europe, and the
South Pacific. the degradation h(ls reachcd
a point where it mandates that parents and

church members mUSt as-'iumc that
denominationally produced materials and

prugnmlS for Our youth arc a
danger to their souls unless provcll other-
wise.

Just one example from the YOllfh Sab-
bath School Quarterly produced by the
Goncral Conference Church Ministries De-
partmcnt, second quartcr, 1994, suffices to
illustrate the fact that nonsense is taught
from the. highest levels of our church:

"You and 1arc waiting in the green to
get into heaven, right behind Samson.
'Samson,' the angel is saying, 'you made
a lot of bad mistakes. The only reason
you're here is that you asked forgiveness
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<H the end.' The angel calls a huge, angry
woman with rollen> in her hair and
'S(ll11son, I'd like you to meet the woman
who will be your wife.' Samson looks
horrified. Next, the angel brings 11 woman
who looks like Claudia Schiffer's prettier
little sister, by far the prettiest woman you
could imagine. I am the next person in line
and can't believe my luck. But the angel
says to her, 'You've made a lot of bad
mistakes.' I'm her punishment!"

In this passage we leam: (1) that we line
up to get into heaven; (2) that angels will
remind us of our earthly sins in heaven
(This t'\ct is emphasized twice.); (3) that the
only basis for our salvation is our repen-
tance, not God's (4) that there will be
obese people in heaven; (5) some will be
angry in heaven; (6) somewomcn will wear
rollers in thcir hair in heaven; (7) thcre will
be marriage in heaven; (8) people will have
horrilicd looks in heaven; (9) there is luck
in heaven; and (1O) punishment will con-
tinue in heaven.

llUll Sc:'lme qmlrterly prcscnts a hedonistic
life of surfboard riding on perfect waves on a
planet containing only water designed for
tllilt purpose. Others will play baseball WiUl
Babe Ruth's angel. basketball with MichClel
Jordan's angel, and cricket witll Dan Brad-

man's angel. There will be competitive
ketball matches between the pre-Flood patri-
archs and the 144s (chosen from the
I44 l000), with Jcsus joining in this competi-
tive spott. SUPpot:icdly, Ihis shocking mate-
rial is designed to make heaven desirable to
uTlconveJ1ed, spolts-crazcd youth.

When will the laity, filled with the
Holy Ghost, cry" Halt''"? Do we now
believe that blatant error is sanctified if it
is supported by ministers and denomina-
tional administrators?

Did our Lord not foresee the tragic state
of His church? Did He 110t provide a
solution? The answer to both questions is
.. y cs." Let us not forget that ., The ancient
prophets spoke Ic..<;s for their own time than
for ours, so that their prophesying is in force
for us." Selected Messages. book 3, 338.

.. And the word of the Lord camo unto
mc, saying, Son of man, prophesy against
the shepherds of bracl, prophesy, and say
unto them, Thus saith the Lord God unto
the shepherds; Woe be to the shepherds of
Israel that do feed themselves! should not
the shepherds feed the !locks'l Ye eilt the
fat, yc clothe you with the wool, ye
kill them that arc fed: but ye feed not the
!lock." Ezekiel 34: 1-3.

Here God depicts the fearful situation
in which we now find our church ... For
the pastors arc become brutish, and have
not sought the Lord: therefore they shall
nOt prosper, and all their flocks shall be
scattered." Jeremiah 10:21.

A day of fearful retribution is at hand.
God declares, " For both prophet and priest
arc profane; yea, in my house have I found
their wickedness, saith the Lord.... I have
seen also in the prophets of Jerusalem an
horrible thing: they commit adultery, and
walk in lies: they strengthen also the hands
of cvi Idocrs, that none doth retulll from his
wickedness: they arc all of thelllunto as
Sodom, and the inhabitants thereof as Go-
moml11."· Chapter 23: II, 14.

God has given specific advice to the laity
in the ClilTent circumstances. "Thus saith the
Lord of hosts, Hearken not unto tlm words or
the prophets that prophesy unto you: they
make you vain: they speak a vision of their
own heart, and not oul of the mouth of the
Lord. They say still untO them that dcspise
me, TIle Lord hatll said, Ye shall have peace;
and they say unto every one tJ,al walkcth
after the imagination of his own heart, No
evil shall come upon you."' Verses 16-17.

Is the solution God recommends that
we separate from the Seventh-day Advent-
ist Church? No! a thousand times, No! God
has provided us with His solution: ,. And I
will garhcr the remnant of my flock oul of
all countries whither I have driven them,
and will bring them again to their folds; and
they shall be fruitful and increase. And I
will sct up shepherds over them which shall
feed them: and they shall fear no Illore, nor
be dismayed, neither shall they be lacldng,
"lith the Lord."' Verses 3-4.

Let us never forget that at the scaling
time God's people will be in His church-
the Seventh-day Adventist Church-Jeru-
salem, but so will be the unfaithful. The
scaling angel of Ezekiel 9 does 110t go to a
separated city, anymore than do the
slaughtering angels. At the conclusion of
the ::;ealing process, then, and only then,
will the wheat and the tares be separated.

"And the LORD "lid unto him, Go
through the midst of the city, through the
midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the



N one who betray their sacred responsibility
by misleading God's flock will be selected

as those shepherds whom God has chosen to set
up over His flock.

rabbinical schools at the time of the First
Advent arc precisely those same
prevailing today. Pastors who will be thc
John the Baptists of the Second Advent era,
who will present lhe Elijah message, and
who will complcte the gospel commission,
will have wisely avoided embracing the
errors taught at our theological schools and
seminaries. They will have studied truth as
a preparation to pre<'lch truth.

It is a scaled and sanctified laity and
ministry which will complete the work com-

mined to the Seventh-day Adventist Church.
Sanctified workers will gloriously fulfill this
task in Goers jX)wcr, for Christ Himsclf h:'L"';
promised, .. And this gospel of the kingdom
shall be prC<lehed in all Ihe world lor a
witness unto all nations; and then shall the
end come." Matthew 24: 14. 0

us; we have wronged no man, we have
comlpted no man, we have defrauded no
man.'" Chapter 7:2. 111cir sermon') wiII
uplift Christ, and not themselves... For we
preach nOI ourselves, bUI Christ the
Lord; and ourselves yourscrvants for Jesus'
sake." Chapler 4:5. Their lives will be as
open and spotles;; 'IS Ihe clearest pane of
glass... But have renounced the hidden
things of dishonesty, not walking in crafti R

ness. nor handling the Word of God deceit-
fully; but by manifestation of the truth

commending ourselves 10 every man's con-
science in the sight of God.'" Verse 2.

Our Lord infomls us thnt He" will work
through humble instnl111ents" mld that His
"I"borers will be qualilied ralher by tho
unction of His Spirit than by the training of
literary institutions."' 71,e Great Contro-
l'as)', 606. The reason, that God rarely
chose His pastors from graduate::;. of Ihe

The Great Judgment Day
by John L. Shu Ie"

The Great Judgment Day is an excellent witnessing booklet
from the pen of a very respected evangelist and Bible scholar. The
book explains how the longest time prophecy of the Bible is
pointing to the appointment Jehovah has made wiUl each human
being. The author explains how the cleansing of the sanctuary
spoken of in Daniel 8: 14 began the judgment of God's people in
1844.
The account is given of how the Millerite

movement was raised up to announce that nc
great event and how Seventh-day Adventists
are appropriately continUing to cail atten-
tion to humanity's appointment with their
Creator. The judgment of the wicked is also
explained. Shuler tells of Christ's ministry in
the two apartments of the heavenly sanctu-
ary to blot out the sins of those who have
accepted Christ's pardon.
Colorful and attractive cover: 96 pages.

Only $2.50 each. 25% discount for 10 or
more copies. See page 3 for shipping and
I sales tax information.___ ___

foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry
for all the abominations lhat be done in the
midst thereof. And to (he others he said in
mine hearing. Go yc after him through the
city. and smite: let not your eye spare,
neither have ye pity:" Ezekiel 9:4-6.

Ezekiel, chaptcr 9, is a powerful wam·
ing against scparation. Whither goest our
church? The Seventh-day Adventist
Church, shakcn and purified, will com-
plete the commission of the
gospel. This church is assured that it will
go on to the glorious fullillment of all
God's promises.

h Behold, the days come, saith the Lord,
that I will raise unto David a righteous
Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper,
and shall execute judgment <.md justice in the
earth. In his days Judah shall be saved, and
Israel shall elwell safely: anel this is his name
whereby he shall be called, THe LORD OUR
RIGHTEOUSNESS. h Jeremiah 23:5-6.

Then will faithful pastors receive their
rewards... And when the chief Shepherd
shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of
glory that fadeth not i1\vay."" I Peter 5:4.

BUI who will be these pastors whom the
Lord will provide? Inspiration testifies that
(he vast majority of our present-day pastors
will not be among (helll. Sister White
defines the ancient men of Ezekiel 9 as
"those 10 whom God had givcn grcat light
and who had stood as guardians of the
spiritlwl interests of the peoplc."" Testimo-
nies. vol. 5, 21 I. Thus, the ancient mcn arc
the pa<;tors and administrnlOffi. These, Sis-
tcr White declares, "had betrayed their
tnlst." Ibid. onc who betray thcir sacred
responsibility by misleading God's flock
will be seleeled as those shepherds whom
God has choson to set up over His flock.

Willlhe,;e pastors include faithful, self-
suppot1ing pastors along with thc faithful
ones in the organized work? Yes, many
will! But, before we rush imo self-con-
gratulatory exaltation, let us soberly con-
sider the fact that a'i with the organized
work, even so it will be with the seif-sup-
porting work. A self-supporting pastor who
is adulterous, avaricious, self-exalted, or
promolcs fl.llse doctrine, is as far from the
standard required by God for the lask of
final-day shephcrds as arc his countcrparts
in the organized work who :.Ire in apostasy.

God will call only pastors who humbly
bring the joy of truc salvation 10 the nock,
who sec themselves as servants, not domi-
neering leaders... Not for that we have
dominion over your faith, but arc helpers of
your joy: for by faith ye stand." 2 Corin-
thians 1:24. TI,ese God-appointed p'lStors
will bemen of virtue and fidelity ... Receive
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"Herein do I exercise myself, to have
always a conscience void of offence to-
ward God, and toward men." Acts 24: 16.
"I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who

hath enabled me, for that he counted me
faithful, putting me into the ministry; who
was before a blasphemer, and a persecu-
tor, and injurious: but I obtained mercy,
because I did it ignorantly in unbelief."
1 Timothy 1:12-13.

The Jews Anxious to Follow God

Because of the bitter experience
through which the seed of Abraham
passed in the captivity of Babylon for
seventy years, after their deliverance from
their Babylonian exile, the leaders deter-
mined never again to reject the counsel of
God's Word. The influential men of Israel
feared the serious consequences which
might ovenake them if they were again
led away from the true God. The follow-
ing statement from Ezra is to the point:

"Should we again break thy com-
mandments, and join in affinity with the
people of these abominations? wouldest
not thou be angry with us till thou hadst
consumed us, so that there should be no
remnant nor escaping?" Ezra 9:14.

A Jewish book entitled Ethics of the
Fathers, I written about the second cen-
tury before Christ, chapter 1, paragraph 2,
says: "Be deliberate in judgment; train up
many disciples; and make a fence for the
law." The sages of Israel put forth their
best effort to fence in the law. They
multiplied comments, explanations, trea-
tises, rargums, and other religious helps,
in order that the people might better un-
derstand the teaching of the Word ofGod.
Unfortunately, in their endeavor to famil-
iarize the people with the requirements
contained in Scripture for following God,
they stumbled over a great stumbling
stone.

After Alexander the Great worshiped
in the temple at Jerusalem, following his
reception by Jaddua tbe high priest,2 a
spirit of friendliness developed between
the Greeks and the Jews. Alexander'S
generals found it difficult to understand
why their chief embraced the high priest,
when they met on Mount Scopus, instead
of putting him to death. Alexander told his
officials that what occurred that day was
shown to him in a vision when he was in
Macedonia, and he wanted the privilege

Why Did the Jews
Reject Jesus the Messiah1
THE question heading this article is fieing of His life was done through igno-

an oft-repeated one. It seems diffi- ranee. It seems well-nigh inexplicable for
cult for many to understand how some to harmonize the rejection of Jesus

or why the Jewish nation rejected Jesus by the Pharisees while they were recog-
as the Saviour and Messiah, when the nized as the leaders who sat in Moses'
Old Testament Scriptures were so ftIjed seat.
with prediction, type, and prophecy re- That the Jewish people were honest,
garding His advent into our world. Es- zealous, and sincere, is evident from the
pecially does it seem difficult to under- Scriptures. Paul says of them: "I bear
stand the refusal of the Sanhedrin to them record that they have a zeal of God,
acclaim Jesus as Messiah when inspired but not according to knowledge." Ro-
apostles repeatedly state that, had the mans 10:2. And of his own training and Frederick Carnes Gilben (1867-1946). known
people known it, they would not have education, even before he accepted the in Adventism as an evangelist to the Jews, was
crucified the Lord of glory. Their sacri- Saviour, he adds: himselfa converted Jew.
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I t was ... suggested by the Greeks that theJews send their talented young men to
Alexandria for training and instruction in the
philosophies, sciences, and learning of the
Greeks.

of entering the temple and worshiping the
God of Jaddua.

Greece assured the Jews that they
desired to be their true friends and bene-
factors. 3 They were desirous of learning
more of the God of the Hebrews. An
arrangement was entered into that allowed
a large number of rabbis from Jerusalem
to go to Alexandria and translate the
writings of the Jewish Scriptures into the
Greek language. Greek scholarship and
learning was seeking every possible ave-
nue of information to enhance the value of
its own culture and refInement. It was also
suggested by the Greeks that the Jews
send their talented young men to Alexan-
dria for training and instruction in the
philosophies, sciences, and learning of the
Greeks.

Many of the elders of Israel feared the
results of sucb a course; the sages remem-
bered the sorrows of their ancestors who
came into contact with heathen manners
and customs. They counseled the younger
men against such a procedure. These, in
turn, argued that it would be an advantage
for strong, thoughtful, vigorous young
men to enter the schools of Greece, as
they might influence the philosophers and
Greek scholars to see the value and beaury
of the Jewish religion, and some of the
learned Greeks might embrace Judaism.
Yet, the aged men of Israel advised
against it. They maintained that should the
younger men be given encouragement to
come into contact with the learning of the
heathen, it might be ruinous to the future
of the Jewish race.

Greece assured the fathers of Israel
that they might hold to their own stand-
ards of religion. They were encouraged to
believe that the synagogues where the
children were taught their religion would
not be interfered with; their Beth Harne-
drosh (house of learning, their high
schools), where their young people re-
ceived preparatory training, would con-
tinue as heretofore; the Talmud Torah
(their colleges where advanced studies
were conducted) would be strengthened if
the teachers of the law should only imbibe
the wisdom and learning of the scholars of
Greece; and by receiving recognition
from the world's greatest nation, the
graduates of Jewish schools would frod it
greatly to their advantage.

Many of Israel's influential men
yielded to Greek insistence. The former
said that God would help their young men
to be true to their religion, and the training
schools of Jewry would have a better
standing in the eyes of the nations. The

men of Israel were made to feel that the
advantages to the Jewish scholars would
be immeasurable, for they would have
incentives or goals to reach. The young
men would gain knowledge, influence,
prestige; and the more they advanced in
learning, the higher would be their attain-
ments.

Gradually the Jewish schools came to
confer degrees upon their graduates.
There was the Rav, or rabbi, the Tana, the
Gayon, the Sadi, and the Rabbon. It was
thought necessary for the graduates of the
rabbinical schools to show the mark of

their rank by wearing different clothing.
The man with a degree must wear a
peculiar, distinctive gown and cap. Little
by little an educational aristocracy was
formed, which was called the Sanhedrin.
This term is of Greek origin, the Hebrew
name being Beth Din Hagodol, Great
House of Judgment.

Decline of Spirituality

While the religious scbools continued
to operate, a marked declension in spiri-
tual influence and power was visible.
Year by year the Word of God was stud-
ied less, as the courses of studies based on
culture and philosophy increased. The
curriculum of the rabbinical schools was
influenced toward intellectualism. As the
years passed, man became exalted and
God was less thought of. The rabbi was
extolled; the unlearned were depreciated.
Piety gradually diminished as form and
ceremony increased. Many laws were
passed favoring rabbinism and scbool
customs, yet students were encouraged to
love and obey God.

In Ethics of the Fathers, the rabbis
taught: "A child of fIve years should
study the Bible, at ten the Mishna, at
fIfteen the Gemara."

The Mishna is a voluminous commen-
tary of the Bible; the Gemara is the com-
mentary of the Mishna. So, as the student
advanced in years and developed in men-

tal acumen, he studied God's Word less,
and man's writings more.

Intellectualism Sets Aside Inspiration

In order for men to be accepted by
Jewisb assemblies, they must have com-
pleted a course in the rabbinical schools.
Those who failed to follow the procedure
mapped out by the Great Sanhedrin (or by
the lesser Sanhedrin located in cities and
towns of Palestine outside the city of
Jerusalem, headquatters of the Beth Din
Hagodol, the Great House of Judgment),

received no recognition by the populace.
The graduate rabbi was known by his
garb. It was vital that rabbinical qualifIca-
tions be met in order for a person to gain a
hearing by the children of Abraham.

Such were existing conditions in the
land of Judrea at the time when John and
Jesus appeared in the land of Israel.

The following from The Desire of
Ages, 28-29, is pertinent here:
"By the Babylonish captivity the isra-

elites were effectually cured of the wor-
ship of graven images. During the centu-
ries that followed, they suffered from the
oppression of heathen foes, until the con-
viction became fIxed that their prosperity
depended upon their obedience to the law
of God....

" After the return from Babylon, much
attention was given to religious instruc-
tion. All over the country, synagogues
were erected, where the law was ex-
pounded by the priests and scribes. And
schools were established, which, together
with the arts and sciences, professed to
teach the principles of righteousness. But
these agencies became corrupted.... In
many things they conformed to the prac-
tice of idolaters.

" As they depatted from God, the Jews
in a great degree lost sight of the teaching
of the ritual service.... The Jews lost the
spiritual life from their ceremonies, and
clung to dead forms.... In orderto supply
the place of that which they had lost, the
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priests and rabbis multiplied requirements
of their own; and the morc rigid they
grew, the less of the love of God was
manifested. They measured thcir holiness
by the multitude of their ceremonies,
while their hearts were filled with pride
and hypocrisy."

.. As the Jews departed from God, faith
had grown dim, and hope had well-nigh
ce,lsed to illuminate the future. The words
of the prophets were uncomprehendcd.·'
Ibid., 32.

Since John and Jesus were not atten-
chlllts at rabbinical schools, the people
would not recognize their authority as
teachers. However, God gave these men a

message filled with divine power and with
the heavenly Spirit. Because the leaders of
Israel failed to accept the mCS&lge of John
as coming from God, they were unpre-
pared to receive the 1l1CS&lge of the Sav-
iour, although He a ured them that His
life and advent were based on the Sacred
Scriptures. The rabbis argued, .. How
knoweth this man leiters, having never
learned?" John 7: 15.

Since the family of Jesus was loyal to
the synagogues, His own brothers did not
believe on Him as the Messiah. Sec verses
4-5. Because the standards of Icaming
were set up by the Sanhedrin, and none
who fefused to accept the teaching or the

rabbis were given recogllltJon, it is not
difficult to understand why, when the
Saviour camc to those who wcre custodi-
ans of the Oracles of God, thcy failed to
recognize Him as thc fulfillmcnt of the
types and prophecies noted in Moses and
the prophets. By mingling human philoso-
phy with the Word of God, teachers and
laymcn had comc to lack the spiritual
force and power of the Scriptures in their
lives. Thcy did not have spiritual discern-
ment. Greek philosophy. Alexandrian and
Athenian cultufe had sapped the spiritual
strength of the house of Israel. The influ-
ence of this worldly religious training
unfitted all classes to meet Him when" He

The Lutheran-Adventist Dialogue: Will It Hasten the Coming of Jesus?

I N 1928, F. C. Gilbert, the converted
Jewish Adventist minister, wrote a
most penetrating articJe discussing

why the Jews rejected Jesus as the Mes-
siah. In this article Gilbert identifies the
rationale that was used to convince the
Jews to send their best students "to enter
the schools of Greece, as they might
influence the philosophers and Greek
scholars to see the value and beauty of
the Jewish religion" -an action which
led the Jews to adopt various aspects of
Greek philosophy, and ultimately influ-
enced them to reject their Messiah.

Is it possible that we Adventists are
making a similar mistake today? Are we
treading the dangerous padlway of dia-
logue with those who are nor following in
the pathway of truth and righteousness,
only to discover too late that we bave
accepted some of their false teachings?

The September J4, J995, issue of the
Adventist Review contained a newsbreak
report entitled, .. Lutherans Vote to Con-
tinue Dialogue With Adventists."

"Members of the Lutheran World Fed-
eration CoWlCU (LWF) have recommended
d,at a dialogue \vidl Adventist theologians
started in 1994 be continued annually, re-
ports d,e Adventist Press Service.

" At the initial meeting in Dannstadt,
Germany, participants exchanged views
on several doctrines. In proposing the
recommendations, Eugene Brand, Assis-
tant LWF General Secretary for Ecu-
menical Affairs, called the dialogue 'a
Wlique opportunity.'

"Both Lutheran and Adventist leaders
bel ieve the dialogue is useful in achieving
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mutual understanding, breaking down
false stereotypes, and discovering the ba-
sis of faith and points of real and imagi-
nary friction between the two churches.

.. The LWF represents J20 Lutheran
denominations, with more than 56 mil-
lion of the world's nearly 60 million
Lutberan members. The next meeting is
expected to convene in 1996."

Immediately, the question arises,
., What will be the outcome of tbese
ongoing annual dialogues between the
Lutheran Church and the Seventh-day
Adventist Church?" I) Will they hasten
the coming of Jesus? 2) Will they lead to
clearer understanding of the everlasting
gospel and the three angcls' messages?
3) Will they help Seventh-day Advent-
ists to call men and women out of Baby-
lon into the marvelou light of the Ad-
ventist faith? 4) Will they lead to the
conversion of many Lutheran to the
Adventist message?

This more recent statement follows
the account given in the Advetltisr Re-
view January 1995, monthly edition,
whieh reported that our church had been
involved in a dialogue with tbe Lutheran
World Federation. We often have short
memories concerning the effectiveness
,md the results of such consultations.
Inmlediately, as I read this, my mind
went back forty years to the time when
we agreed to dialogue with Dr. Donald
Barnhouse, editor of Eternity magazine
and pastor of the Tenth Presbyterian
Church in Philadelphia, and Walter Mar-
tin, la.ter to become one of the best
known proponents of Evangelical Prot-

estantisnl and a staunch foe of those wbo
strongly believed in the authentic Ad-
ventist message.

Few of us who saw the dialogue on
the Ankerberg Show involving Dr. Wai-
ter Martin and Dr. WiJliam Johnsson, the
ed.itor of the Adventist Review, will for-
get the mthless assault that Dr. Martin
made upon such wonderfuJ truths as the
Sabbath, the incarnation of Jesus, the
Spirit of Prophecy, and other areas that
we hold so dear. Have we not learned
that consultations and dialogue with
those not of our faith has been responsi-
ble for the unbelievably rapid drift to-
wards eclll11enisrn in the Seventh-day
Adventist Church, and the erosion of the
pillars of our faidl?

It is well to keep in mind that d,e
Lutheran World Federation is also in
continuing dialogue with Roman Ca-
tholici m. One of the focal dialogue
issues between Lutherans and Roman
CadJOlics is justification. The Christian
News, Febmary 27, 1995, the voice of
conservative Lutherans i.n the United
States, tated," [I hmael] Noko hopes
that the next LWF assembly, in Hong
Kong in 1997, will agree to a joint state-
ment with d,e Roman Catholic Church
allowing the two confessions to lift mu-
tual condemnations, which date back to
the sixteenth century, aboul the 'doctrine
of justification by faith.' "

1l,ere has been plain evidence that
leaders of the Lutheran Church in Ger-
many have been seeking to apologize for
Martin Luther, the man who stood so
couragcously and nobly again t the doc-



I s this an opportunity for truth andenlightenment, or is it another opportunity
to erode the distinctiveness of the one message
that God has declared will go to every nation,
kindred, tongue, and people?

came to his own," and" his own received
him not." Chaptcr I: II. His claims were
heavcnly; the people were of the canh,
earlhly. Heaven and earth did not harmo-
niz.e.

At the beginning of His work, Jesus
told the people that the populace would
kill Him, The Pharisees accused Him or
being a Samaritan and of having a devil.
Being blinded by sin, intluenced and hyp-
notized by human learning and rabbinical
tradition, the masses were void of spiritual
intuition. In the end they rejected their
only hope, their one source of deliverance.
No honesty, zeal, or earnestness could
deliver or save them from sin. Only Jesus,

trinal and practical excesses of the Ro-
man Catholic Church.
Thus, to any perceptive Seventh-day

Adventist, the article in the September
14 Adventist Review should have raised
very high the red flags of warning. After
all, it will be noted that Eugene Brand is
the LWF's Assistant General Secretary
for Ecwnenical Affairs. Can our leaders
stand back and not see thesc dialogues as
pathways fraught with terrible dangers?
Obviously, we are walking with our eyes
wide open into the ecumenical trap. It
will also be noted that Brand called the
dialogue, "A unique opportunity." We
ask the question, "What kind of a unique
opportunity?" Is tllis an opportunity for
truth and enlightenment, or is it another
opportunity t.o erode the distinctiveness
of the onc message that God has declared
will go to every kindred, tongue,
and people?

I wonder if due consideration has
been given as to what such a dialogue
will actually achicve. The idea is to
break down false st.ereotypes and to dis-
cover the basis offaith and points of real
and imaginary friction. 1t is normal in
such dialogues to see how closely we can
present OUf viewpoints so that they are
not offensive to the ot.her party.

But. will the center themes of our
faith be fully explored? Will these Lu-
therans be presented with the issue of the
Sabbath and its relationship to sanctifi-
cation, creation, and the seal of God as
defined in contrast to the mark of the
beast-the final test of .loyalty at the end
of time? Will there be a clear nnder-
standing of the sanctuary message,
which details the completion of the
atonement, the blotting out of sin, and
the judgment of the living, as well as the

the Light of the world, the Saviour of
men, could bring deliverance.

The leaders of Israel had, to a great
extent, yielded to the dem'mds of Greek
culture and learning, thereby hoping to
gain prestige and influence. They had
becn led to believe that they could make
better progress in their God-given lask by
assimilating worldly standards of educa-
tion than by clinging with tenacity 10 the
old standards bequeathed to thcm by their
godly ancestors. So the Israelites lost
mllch of their intlucncc, to retain
their prestige, and rejected their 10ng-
looked-for Messiah ancI Saviour. 0

judgment of the dead? Will the state of
the dead be explored? Will there be a
bold and clear presentation made con-
ceming t.he abomination of the concept
of predestination which declares that
God pteordains myriads of humans to
bum in excruciating agony fotever and

ever, even though they had no opportu-
nity to make a choice in the decision of
loyalty or disloyalty to God? Will the
concept of an etemally bunting hell,
combined with the falsehood of ptedesti-
nation, be shown to reveal a god who
would be a monster? Satan would pale
into insignificance in contrast to such a
god. Will the true concepts of right.eous-
ness by faid] be placed before these
men? Will there be a strong stand against
the concept of once saved always saved,
infant baptism, and other such unbiblicaJ
doctrilles? Past ltistory has shown that
such dialogues are designed to erode the
clarity of the differences between truth
and error, and of good and evil. There is
no evidence that truth is ever elucidated
by such dialogues.

It was irOitiC that about the same time
I was reading the Review article, I was also
reading the report on the retirement of the
head bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran

References:
Incorporated in Jewish Daily Prayer Book. edi-
lion of J890. published by Ho::;ellballlll & Worbc·
lowsky. New York City.
JoS\;phus. Allliqllirics, book II. chapter 8,
graph 5... New Times in P:llcsline,"
Shailer Mathews. chapter I, 13-14; Palesrim:
Gllide. G. O. M,IISOll. edition of 1930, pubJi$hed
hy American Colony StOfl.:S. Jerusalem. Paicstilll:.
Gmt'f:,'s History of tfte .lews, vol. 1.440,457,
487; Scll/lrcr 's His/or.,' (I/,he Jewish People ill fIll'
Tillles o/Jesl/s Chris/, div, I, 199-218; £ll'(Jfd's
His/rJry of Israel. chapter 5. 260, 293-302; Nell'
TCSf(IIII€.1l! Tillies ill Pl/lestil/e. by Shailer
Mathews, chapter 2, 15-26: chapter 3, 30: chupler
4. .18. 40. "'2.

Church of America. His comment was, "I
have enjoyed taking a leadership role in
the Lut.heran World Federation. and help-
ing move the LWF towards being a com-
numion of churches." Christian Newsl
September 1.1, 1995. In the same issue of
Christian News, this same bishop is

quoted as follows: .. Chilstrom said his
own perspective had changed from think-
ing homosexual acts were perverted to
viewing gays and lesbians as people who
'are no different from us than people who
are left-handed.' " It is time we ask
ourselves the question, ..What fellowship
hath righteousness with unright.eousness?
and what communion hath light wid]
darkness?" 2 Corinthians 6: 14.

We need to urge our leaders to pray
most fervently before making these ar-
rangements with any of the fallen
churches of Babylon. It is always argued
that such a dialogue is an oppommity t.o
witness for our faid], but history attests
to the fact that. the results are inevitably
in d,e opposite direction. Let us write our
leaders telling them that we want them to
cease such dangerous dialogues. Let
thousands of letters be written in protest
to our General Conference President. .I
imend so to do. Please join me. 0
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The True Remedies-V

Exercise

'" God made Adam and Eve in Para-
dise, and surrounded them with every-
thing that was useful and lovely. He
planted for them a beautiful garden. No
herb nor flower nor tree was wanting
which might be for use or ornament. The
Creator of man knew that the workman-
ship of His hands could not be happy
without employment. Paradise delighted
their souls, but this was not enough; they
must have labor to call into exercise the
wonderful organs of the body. The Lord
had made the organs for use. Had happi-
ness consisted in doing nothing, man, in
his state of holy innocence, would have
bcen left unemployed. But He who
formed man knew what would be for his
best happiness, and He no sooner made
him than He gave him his appointed work.
In order to be happy, he must labor."
Testimonies, vol. 3, 77.

.. Those who do not use their limbs
every day will realize a weakness when they
do attempt to exercise. The veins and mus-
cles are not in a condition to perform their
work and keep all the living machinery in
healthful action, each organ in the system
doing its part. The limbs will strengthen
with use. Moderate exercise every day will
impart strength to the muscles, which with-
out exercise become flabby and enfeebled.
By active exercise in the open air every day,
the liver, kidneys, and lungs also will be
strengthened to perform their work. Bring to
your aid the power of the will, which will
resist cold and will give energy to the
nervous system. In a short time you will so
realize the benefit of exercise and pure air
that you would not live without these bless-
ings." Ibid., vol. 2,533.

"Riches and idleness are thought by
some to be blessings indeed; but those
who are always busy, and who cheerfully
go about their daily tasks, are the most
happy and enjoy the best health. The
healthful weariness which results from
well-regulated labor secures to them the
benefits of refreshing sleep. The sentence
that man must toil for his daily bread, and
the promise of future happiness and glory,
both came from thc same throne, and both
are blessings." My Life Today, 168.

"God designed that the living machin-
ery should be in daily activity; for in this
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"Christ stands before us rn Man,
the great Medical Missionary-an example for

all who should come after."
Lorna Linda Messages, 61.

activity or motion is its preserving
power." Health/ul Living, 131.

.. Each faculty of the mind and each
muscle has its distinctive office, and all
require to be exercised in order to become
properly developed and retain healthful
vigor. Each organ and muscle has its work
to do in the living organism. Every wheel
in the machinery must be a living, active,
working wheel. Nature's fine and wonder-
ful works need to be kept in active motion
in order to accomplish the object for
which they were designed. Each faculty
has a bearing upon the others, and all need
to be exercised in order to be properly
developed. If one muscle of the body is
exercised more than another, the one used
will become much the larger, and will
destroy the harmony and beauty of the
development of the system. A variety of
exercise will call into use all the muscles
of the body." Testimonies, vol. 3,77-78.

"God has given us all something to
do. In the discharge of the various duties
which we are to perfonn, which lie in our
pathway, our lives will be made useful,
and we shall be blessed. Not only will the
organs of the body be strengthened by
exercise, but the mind also will acquire
strength and knowledge through the ac-
tion of those organs. The exercise of one
muscle, while others are left with nothing
to do, will not strengthen the inactive ones
any more than the continual exercise of
one of the organs of thc mind will develop
and strengthen the organs not brought into
usc:' Ibid., 77.

"Brethren, when you take time to
cultivate your gardens, thus gaining the
exercise neerjed to keep the system in

good working order, you are just as much
doing the work of God as in holding
meetings." Healthful Living, 129.
"If they worked intelligently, giving

both mind and body a due share of exer-
cise, ministers would not so readily suc-
cumb to disease." Ibid., 132.

.. The human body may be compared
to nicely adjusted machinery, which needs
care to keep it in running order. One part
should not be subjected to constant wear
and pressure, while another part is rusting
from inaction. While the mind is taxed,
the muscles also should have their propor-
tion of exercise. Every young person
should learn how many hours may be
spent in study, and how much time should
be gi ven to physical exercise." Ibid., 127.
"By pursuing one line of thought ex-

clusively, the mind often becomes unbal-
anced. But every faculty may be safely
exercised if the mental and physical pow-
ers are equally taxed and the subjccts of
thought are varied." Education, 209.
"In what contrast to the habits of the

active fanner are those of the student who
neglects physical exercise. ... His blood
moves sluggishly; his feet are cold; his
head hot. How can such a person have
health?" Healthful Living, 134.
"If physical exercise were combined

with mental exertion, the blood would be
quickened in its circulation, the action of
the heart would be more perfect, impure
matter would be thrown off, and new life
and vigor would be experienced in every
part of the body." Testimonies, vol. 3,490.

"Useful employment would bring into
exercise the enfeebled muscles, enliven
the stagnant blood in the system, and
arouse the torpid Ii ver to perform its work.
The circulation of the blood would be
equalized, and the entire system invigo-
rated to overcome bad conditions."
Health/ul Living, 134.

"There is no exercise that will prove as
beneficial to every part of the body as
walking. Active walking in the open air will
do more for women, to preserve them in
health if they are well, than any other
means. Walking is also one of the most
efficient remedies for the recovery of health
of the invalid. The hands and anns arc
exercised as well as thc limbs." Ibid., 130.

"Walking, in all cases where it is possi-
ble, is the best remedy for diseascd bodies,
because in this exercise all the organs of the



The (New, Illustrated) Great Controversy

To be continued.

when the child is old enough to attend
school, his health should be regarded as of
greater importancc than a knowledge of
books. He should be surrounded with the
condilions mosl favorable 10 both physi-
cal and mcntal growth." Ibid., 208.
"The whole body is designed for ac-

tion; and unless the physical powers are
kept in health by active exercise, the
mental powers cannot long be used to
their highest capacity. The physical inac-
tion which seems almost inevitable in the
schoolroom-together with other un-
healthful conditions-makes it a trying
place for children, especially for those of
feeble constitution. -, Ibid., 207.

"The child is nOl alone in the danger
from want of air and exercise. [n the higher
as well as the lower schools these essentials
to health are slill too often neglected. Many
a studenl sits day after day in a close room
ocnding over his books, his chesl so con-
tmcted that he cannot take a full, deep
breath, his blood moving sluggishly, his
feet cold, his head hot. The body not being
sufficient Iy nourished. the muscles arc
weakened, and the whole system is ener-
vated and diseased. Often such studems
become lifelong invalids. They might have
come from school with incrcased physical
as well as mcntal strcngul, had they pursued
their studies under proper conditions, with
regular exercise in the sunlight and the open
air." Ibid., 208.

and culture of the voice, our young men
and women may become speakers that
can be hcard, and the exercise necessary
to this accomplishment will prolong
life,'- Healtliful Living, 133.

.. Proper exercise in the open air and
genial sunshine, ranks among God's
highest and richest blessings to man. It
gives form and strength to the physical
organism, and, all other habits being
equal, is the surest safcguard against dis-
ease and premature decay. Being man's
natural condition, it also gives buoyancy
and strength to thought, and the mind
maintains a hcalthful balance, free from
the extremes resulting from artificial
life."' Christian Temperance and Bible
Hygiene, 173.

"Physical inaction lessens not only
mcntal bUl moral power. The brain nerves
that connect with the whole system are the
medium through which Heaven commu-
nicates with man and affects the inmost
life. Whatever hinders the circulation of
the electric current in the nervous system,
thus weakening the vital powers and less-
ening mental susceptibility, makes it more
difficult to arouse the moral nature." Edu-
cariun, 209.

"Children should not be long confined
within doors, nor should they be required
to apply themselves closcly to study until
a good foundation has becn laid for physi-
cal development. For the first eight or ten
years of a child's life the field or garden is
the best schoolroom, Ihe mOlher the best
teacher, nature the best lesson book. Even

TillS BOOK is the regular ver-
sion of TIle Great Controversy
with the standard page num-

bering familiar to most Adventists,
but it has one very attractive addi-
tion-192 pages of full-color photos by
the late artist and photographer Jim
Arrabito. It was Arrabito's desire that
he might be able to document to the
world that the seventh day was, until
recent centurtes, recognized in many
countIies as the true Sabbath.
The photos, arranged under several subjects, include; The Destruc-

tion of Jerusalem; Paganism Enters the Church; The Church in the
Wilderness; The Jesuit Order; and The Protestant Refonnation.
We are offering this book for the special price of $12.95 each, while

supplies last. (25% off for 10 or more,) Order yours now; they will move
quickly at this low ptice! See page 3 for shipping and sales tax
infonnation.

body arc brought into use. Many who
dcpend upon the movement cure could
accomplish more for themselves by muscu-
lar exercise than the movements can do for
them. In somc cases want ofexercise causes
the bowels and muscles to become enfee-
bled and shrunken, and these organs that
have bccomeenfeeblcd for want of use will
be strengthened by exercise. There is no
cxercise that can take the place of walking.
By it the circulation of the blood is greatly
improved:' TesTimonies. vol. 3, 78.

.. If work is performed without the
hean's being in it, it is simply drudgery,
and the benefit which should result from
the exercise is not gained." Health/ul
Livillg. 129.

.. Morning exercise, in walking in the
free, invigorating air of heaven, or culti-
varing flowers, small fruits, and vegeta-
bles, is nec.,;ssary to a healthful circulation
of the blood. It is the surest safeguard
against colds, coughs, congestions of the
brain and lungs, innammation of the liver,
the kidneys, and the lungs, and a hundred
other diseases." Ibid., 130-131.

.. Exen.:ise will aid the work of diges-
tion. To walk out after a meal, hold the
head ereCl, put back the shoulders, and
exercise moderately, will be a great bene-
fit. The mind will bc diverted from self to
the beautk:s of nature. The less the atten-
tion is called to the slOmach after a meal,
thc bctler." Ibid .. 130.

•. My brolher, your brain is benumbed.
A man who disposes of the quantity of
food Ihal you do should be a laboring
man. Excrcise is important 10 digestion
and to a healthy condition of body and
mind. You need physical exercise. You
move and act as if you were wooden, as
though you had no elasticity. Healthy,
active exercise is whar you need. This will
invigorate the mind. Neither study nor
violent exercise should be engaged in
immediately after a full meal; this would
be a violation of the laws of the system.
Immediately after ealing therc is a slrong
draft upon the nervous energy. The brain
for<.:e is c,llIed into active exercise 10 assist
the stomach; therefore, when lhe mind or
body is taxed heavily after eating, the
proccss of digestion is hindered. The vi-
talily of the syslem, which is needed to
carryon the work in one direction, is
called away and set to work in another."
Testimunies. vol. 2, 413.

.. By judicious exercise they may ex-
pand the chest and strcngthen the mus-
cles. .. By giving hecd to proper in-
struction, by following principles
in rcgard to the expansion of the lungs
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POR unto you is born this day in th he hath bo
city of David a Saviour, which i sorrows: ye \

Christ the Lord. And this shall besign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wo
wrapped in swadd.ling clothes, lying in a gresslOllS, e as rulS 1-
manger:' Luke 2:11-12. ties: the chastisement of OliT peace was

., In the beginning was the Word, and upon him; and with his stripes we are
the Word was with God, and the Word healed, All we like sheep have gone
was God.... All things were made by astray; we have tumed everyone to his
him; and without him was not any thing own way.. . He is brought as a lamb to
madc that was made." John I: 1,3. the slaughter.. . He was cut off out of the

.. And suddenly there was with the land of Ihe living: for the transgression of
angel a multitude of the heavenly host my people was he stricken. And he made
praising God. and saying, Glory to God in his grdvc with the wicked, and with the
the highest, and on earth peace, good will rich in his death." baiah 53:4-9.
toward men." Luke 2: 13-14. .. I am the good shepherd, and know

" Who hath believed OUT report? and to my sheep, and am known of mine. As the
whom is the am1 of the LORD revealed? Father knoweth me, even so know I the
For he shall grow up before him as a Father: and I lay down my life for the
tender plant, and as a root out of a dry sheep." John 10: 1..-15.
ground.... He is despised and rejected of "If yc love me, keep my c0111l1land-
men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted ments," Chapter 14: 15.
with grief." Isaiah 53: 1-3. "' I am the way, the truth, and the life:

"The word ofGod came unto John the no man cometh unto the Father, but by
son afZacharias in the wilderness. And he l11e'" Verse 6.
Cill11e into all the country about Jordan, "Trust in the LORD with all thine
preaching the baptism of repentance for heart; and lean not unto thine own undcr-
the remission of sins; i1S it is wrillcn in the slHnding. In all thy ways <.lcknowledge
book of the words of Esaias the prophet, him, and he shall direct thy paths." Prov-
saying, The voice of one crying in the erbs 3:5-6.
wildemess. Prepare ye the way of the •. Let not your hean be troubled: ye
Lord. n Luke 3:2-4. believe in God. believe also in me. In my

··Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Father's house are many mansions: if it
Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him. were not so, I would have told you. I go to
, .. And Jesus, when he was baptized, prepare a place for you, And if l go and
went up stnlightway out of the water: and, prepare a place for yOll, I will come again,
10, the heavens were opened. , , and 10 a and receive you Ullto myself; that where j
voice from heaven, saying, This is my am, there yc may be also'" John 14: 1-3.
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." The Jews missed Christ Jesus' first
Malthew 3:13,16-17. coming because they ignor'cd Isaiah 53.

s wiIJ miss His soon
ey ignore Hebrews 4.

'n truths.
omise

being e tering into his rest, y
of you should seem to come short of it.
For lInto us was tJ,e gospel preached, as
well as unto them: but the word preached
did not profit them, not being mixed with
faith in them that heard it. ... For he sp(lke
in a certain place of the seventh day on
this wise, And God did rc."'t the seventh
day from all his work.':i. And in this place
again, If they shall enter into my rest.
Seeing therefore it r..-:maineth that some
must t.:lllcr therein, and they (0 whom it
was first preached entered not in because
of unbelief: again, he Iimitt.:th a cenain
day. saying in David, To day, long
1;1 time; it said, To day if ye will hear
his voicc, hardcn not your heans. For if
Jesus had given thcm rcst, then would he
not afterward have spoken of another day.
There rcmaincth therefore a rest to the
people of God. .. Let us labour thcrct"ort.:
to cnter into that rest, lest any man fall
aftcr thc Silmc of unbelief:· He-
hrelVs 4: 1-2...-9, II.

., Rcmcmber the sabhalh day, to keep
it holy.... Thc seventh day is the sabbath
of the LORD thy God.... For in six days
the LORD made heaven and t.:anh.... and
rested the ::.cventh day: wherefore tht.:
LORD blc"sed the sabbath day, and hal-
lowed it." Exodus 20:8, 10-11.

Mary )uue Graftoll. nGrwulll/a )(I/1e, n h{/s
(/edicllled 1/1111.:11 til her fill/e 10 It'riring scrip-
II/re-ha.w'd children 's ",rories. She lI'rill's ji-om
Oglesby. Illinois.

Mary Jane Grafton
22 O/(r Firm FUllfu/arion DL'Cl.:rnbcr 1995



"Ye shall keep the sabbath therefore;
for it is holy unto you.... Six days may
work be done; but in the seventh is the
sabbath of rest, holy 10 the LORD.... It is
a sign between me and the children of
Israel for ever." Chapter 31 :14- 15, 17.

'" am the true vine, and my Father is
the husbandman." John 15: 1.

.- Abide in me, and I in you. As the
branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it
abide in the vine." Verse 4.
"If yc keep my commandments, ye

shall abide in my love; even as I have kept
my Father's commandments, and abide in
his love." Verse 10.

Oh, dear friends, as the world COI11-
memorates the birth of our pl'ccious
Lord and Savionr .Jesus Christ, let ns
serenely relleet upon why He had to

Joining the Independence Party
Contillued frolll 11

The ordination of women to the gospel
ministry, in open independence (rebellion)
of the Scriptures and the General Confer-

of Sevcnth-day Adventists in world
session, should serve as a wake-up call to
Laodicca. It should help uS awaken to the
end re..';;ult of picking and choosing which
counsels of the Lord we will obey. It should
help us awaken to the end rcsult-accept-
ing the fnlse gospels presently being
strongly promoted within our rank:>. Unless
we awaken to our indcpcndem-from-God
ways of living, and of operating His institll-
tions, we wil1 eventually sleep the sleep of
death. Unless we recognize and put away
our rebellious ways, we will awaken with
the foolish virgins and discover that it is too
late to obtain the oil of the Holy Spirit in our
lives, which enables us to have that perrect
obedience so necessary for etemal life,

It is the prayer of this author that all of
our readers will experience t.hat tranSf0ll11a-
tion of character that will qualify them for
etcmal life, through daily study of God's
will as found in the Bible and the Spirit of
Prophecy, and through daily sUITI.:.:nder, by
God's grace, 10 that revealed will. In seek-
ing to experience our God-given right to
independence from poverty, ignorance, and
social and political ills of all types. let us not
fail to obtain that independence from sin,
t.he provision for which all Heaven has been
poured out in one vast Gift.

"The Lord God of Heaven collected all
the riches of Ihl.: universe, and laid them
down in order to purchase the pearl of lost
hUlTIHnity. The Father gave all His divine
resourCes into the hands of Christ in order
that the richest blessings of Heaven might be

come in the first place. As Jesus stood
before Pilate, He said,

., My kingdom is not of this world....
ThOll sayes! that I am a king. To this end
was I born, . .. t.hat I should bear witness
unto the truth. Everyone that is of the tmth
heareth my voice." Chapter 18:36-37.

"Yc mcn of Galilce, why stand ye
gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus,
which is taken up from you into heaven,
shall so come in Ii kc manner as ye have
seen him go into heaven." Acts I: II.

As Christ Jesus ascended to heaven,
to minister for us as our High Priest in
the heavenly sanctuary, He asked,

,. Father, I will that they also, whom
thou hast givcn me, be with me where I
am; that they may behold my glory, which
thou hast givcn me."' John 17:24.

poured out lIpon a fa IIcn race. God could not
express greater love than He has expressed in
giving the Son of His bosom to this world.
This Gift was given to man to convince him
that God had left nothing undone that Hc
could do, thm there is nothing held in rescrve,
but that all Heavcn has been poured out in
one vast Gitt. The present and elemal
ness a/mall consists in receiving God's love.
and ill keeping God's cOl1lmandmtllls. Chl;St
is our Redccmer. Hc is the Word that wcamc
flesh and dwelt among us. He is the Fountain
in which we fIIay be Ivashed and cleansed
from all impurity. He is the costly Sacrifice
that has been given for the reconciliation of
man. 111e universe of Heaven, the worlei"
unfallen, the world, and the confeder-
acy of evil cannot say that God could do
marc for the salvation of man than He has
done. Never can His Gift be surpassed, never
Cim Hedisplay a richer depth of love. Calvary
represcnts His crowning work. It is man's
pan to respond to His great love, by appropri-
ating the great salvation the blessing of the
Lord ha') madc it 1'01' man to obtain.
We arc to show our appreciation of the
wonderl'ul Gift of God hy becoming partak-
ers or the Divine Nature, having escaped the
corruption that is in tllC world through lust.
We arc to show our gratitude to Gael by
becoming a co-worker with Jesus Christ, by
rcprcscming His chardcler to the world:' 2t

May this gospel be a r","lity in each of
Our lives. May we each have one purpose,
through the grace of Jeaus Christ, not only
to join but to ... endure unto the end" as
acti ve membots of the indepcndence-from-
sin party for which all Heaven is waiting.

"Christ has given to the church a sacred
charge. Evet)' member should be a channel
through which God can communicate to the

As Jesus departed, He said it was
necessary for Him to gc so He could
send the Holy Spirit to reprove the
wodd of' sio (lawlessness). The Holy
Spirit is our Teacher as well as our
Comforter, Read the whole chapter of'
.lohn16, especially verses 13 and 14:

"When he, the Spirit of truth, is come,
he will guide you into all truth: for he shall
not spcak of himself; but whatsoever he
shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will
shew you things to come. He shall glorify
me: for he shall receivc of mine, and shall
shew it unto you."

Every day can be Christmas,
Nevermore to depart,

Whenever Christ .lesus
Is born anew in one's heart. D

world the treasures of His grace, the un-
searchable riches of Christ. There is noth-
ing that the Saviour desires so much as
agents who will represent to the world His
Spirit ancl His character. There is nothing
that the world needs so much as the mani-
festation through humanity orthe Saviour's
lovc. All Heaven is waiting for men and
womcn through whom God can reveal the
power of Christianity,"2:! D
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death. The seriousness of a crime is meas-
ured or determined by the severity of the
penalty. The death sentence always indi-
cates a terrible thing from Heaven's view-
point. In human law, false witnessing is a
crime known as "perjury" and carries
with it a heavy penalty. "Love" is de-
clared to be "the fulfilling of the law,"
and the measure of love is contained in the
statement: "Thou shalt love thy neighbour
as thyself." The person who reacbes tbis
standard will not bear false witness
against another because he would not bear
false witness against bimself. He treats bis
neighbor as he treats bimself and as be
would like to bave bis neighbor treat bim.
He obeys the golden rule. This is the
standard demanded hy the law.

"Therefore all things whatsoever ye
would that men should do to you, do ye
even so to them: for this is the law and the
propbets." Matthew 7: 12.

False Report

"Thou shalt not raise a false report: put
not thine hand with the wicked to be an
unrighteous witness. Thou sbalt not follow
a multitude to do evil; neither shalt thou
speak in a cause to decline after many to
wrest judgment." Exodus 23: 1-2.
·"Receive." -Margin. "Take up."-

R.V. "You must never repeat a baseless
rumor." -Moffatt. Tbis command is a
further explanation of the ninth com-
mandment of the Decalogue. It forbids
originating a false report, or repeating one
that is brought to us, or even receiving or
believing it. Tbis would be "talebearing,"
wbicb is expressly forbidden in Leviticus
19: 16. " You shall not go up and down
slandering people." -Moffall. A "tale-
bearer" is defmed as "a meddling in-
former; mischief-maker; scandalmon-
ger." He is a newscarrier wbo deligbts to
pass on information of the rumor-variety
without any inquiry as to whether or not it
is true. Talebearers find but little satisfac-
tion in repeating rumors that reflect an-
other's bonor or brings bim credit. Their
specialty is rumors of the scandalous and
slandering variety.

The Sin ofFalse Witnessing

Thou sbalt not bear false witness respect to persons, ye commit sin, and are
against thy neighbour." Exodus convinced of the law as transgressors. For
20: 16. The Decalogue contains ten whosoever shall keep the whole law, and

commands wbich are the ten fundamental yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.
principles embracing "the whole duty of For he that said, Do not commit adultery,
man." On these Ten Precepts "hang all said also, Do not kill. Now if thou commit
the law of the prophets." The law is an no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art
abridged edition of the Bible, and the become a transgressor of the law. So
Bible is an unabridged edition of the law. speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be
The Scriptures are an unfolding of the judged by the law of liberty." James
principles enunciated in the Ten Com- 2:8-12.
mandments. Therefore the Decalogue is Our words and actions must be in
the standard of right conduct and will be harmony with the law because we will be
the rule of judgment. judged by the law. The ninth command-

"Let us hear the conclusion of the mem is the only one of the ten that deals
whole maller: Fear God, and keep bis directly with our words. The Severe Penalty
commandments: for this is the whole duty The transgression of any of the com-
of man. For God shall bring every work mands of God's law is divinely desig- "One witness shall not rise up against
into judgment, with every secret thing, nated as "sin" and "the wages of sin is a man for any iniquity, or for any sin, in
whether it be good, or whether it be evil." death."" The soul that sinneth it sball any sin that he sinneth: at the mouth of
Ecclesiastes 12: 13-14. die" is heaven's decree. The penalty for two witnesses, or at the mouth of three
"If ye fulfil the royal law according to sin is not the ordinary death; it is eternal witnesses, shall the matter be established.

the scripture, Thou shalt love thy neigh- death. The penalty therefore for bearing If a false witness rise up against any man
bour as thyself, ye do well: but if ye have false witness against another is eternal to testify against bim that which is wrong;
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No person ever has a right to pass on or repeat
a rumor about another until he has run down

the matter and found out by diligent inquiry that it
is true, and then he must report only to the proper
persons who will be able to correct the wrong.

then both the men, between whom the
controvelSY is, shall stand before the
LoRD, before the priests and the judges,
which shall be in those days; and the
judges shall make diligent inquisitioo:
and, behold, if the witness be a false
witness, and hath testified falsely against
his hrother; then shall ye do unto him, as
he had thought to have done unto his
brother: so shalt thou put the evil away
from among you. And those which remain
shall hear, and fear, and shall henceforth
commit no more any such evil among
you." Deuteronomy 19:15-20.

This is a divine rule given to guide the
Hebrew judges in dealing with false wit-
nessing and false witnesses. It is another
application of the golden rule. It will be
done unto us as we do unto othelS. What
we mete out to others will be meted out to
us; as we judge we will be judged. False
witnesses were to be given the same pen-
alty as would have been visited upon the
accused if the accusation had been rrue. If
the penalty was death, the false witness
must suffer death. The purpose of this
evere penalty was to stamp out this terri-
ble evil from among God's people. It was
to cause people to think before they speak.
If this penalty against false witnesses
could be visited upon transgressolS today
what a change it would soon bring about!

Diligent Inquisition

Before a pelSOn has a right to sit in
judgment upon another because of a report
or rumor, he must make "diligent inqui i-
tion" as to whether or not the report is rrue.
Its rruthfulness must be established by more
than one witness. There must beat least two
witnesses to corroborate the report before
we have a right to fann our own opinion or
render a decision if that is our prerogative.
No pelSOn ever has a right to pass on or
repeat a rumor about another until he has
run down the matter and found out hy
diligent inquiry that it is true, and then he
must report only to the proper pelSOns who
will be able to correct the wrong. In this
matter we all stand guilty before God. But
genuine Christianity demands that victory
be gained over this grievous sin.

But while there is a terrible penalty
against bearing false witness, we cannot
altogether ignore repons and rumOlS which
reflect on the character of our neighbor or
brother and bring reproach upon God's
work. If the report is untrue we have a duty
to help stop the circulation of the report. We
will do this if we love the neighbor as we
love ourselves. If the report is true we have

an obligation to help the neighbor or
brother correct the wrong, and if it is not
done the matter must be reported to the
proper pelSOns. It is a sin to overlook and
wink at wrongs which should be known and
corrected by the proper authorities. The
standard must not be lowered. The pelSOn
who knows that another is a criminal, and
does not report it, becomes a partaker in the
crime. This is true also regarding sins.

" And ifa soul sin, and hear the voice of
swearing, and is a witness, whether he hath

seen or known of it; ifhedo not utter it, then
he shall bear his iniquity." Leviticus 5: I.

We must not be guilty of helping a
sinner to keep his sins covered.

Universal Sin

The sin of false witnessing has not
been confmed to any specific age or gen-
eration. It is the univetSal sin of all ages.

"These six things doth the LORD hate:
yea, seven are an abomination unto him: a
proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that
shed innocent blood, an hean that de-
viseth wicked imaginations, feet that be
swift in running to mischief, a false wit-
ness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth
discord among brethren." Proverbs 6: 16-
19. Five of the seven sins that God espe-
cially abominates are different forms of
false witnessing.
"A false witness shall not be unpun-

ished, and he that speaketh lies shall not
escape." Proverbs 19:5. Because this sen-
tence is not executed as soon as the sin is
committed, talebearelS have become bold
in their character-assassinating work.
U Because sentence against an evil work is
not executed speedily, therefore the heart
of the sons of men is fully set in them to
do evil." Ecclesiastes 8: II.

The sentence for talebearing is again
stated in Proverbs 21 :28:

" A false witness shall perish: but the
man that heareth speaketh constantly."

Complete victory over this sin is one
of the qualifications for entrance into the

heavenly Canaan. "LORD, who shall abide
in thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy
holy hill? He that walketh uprightly, and
worketh righteousness, and speaketh the
truth in his hean. He that backbiteth not
with his tongue, nor dooth evil to his
neighbour, nor taketh up a reproach
against his neighbour." Psalm 15:1-3. It
was necessary in the apostolic chmch to
warn against this terrible evil.

.. For we hear that there are some
which walk among you disorderly, work-

ing not at all, but are busybodies. Now
them that are such we command and
exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that with
quietness they work, and eat their own
bread." 2 Thessalonians 3: 11-12.

.. And withal they learn to be idle,
wandering about from house to house;
and not only idle, but tattlelS also and
busybodies, speaking things which they
ought not." I Timothy 5:13.

False witnessing is an evidence of
idleness, that the pelSOns do not have
enough to do to keep themselves busy so
they seek to attend to other people's busi-
ness.

The Advent Movement

"Therefore wait ye upon me, saith the
LORD, until the day that T rise up to the
prey: for my determination is to gather the
nations, that I may assemble the king-
doms, to pour upon them mine indigna-
tion, even all my fierce anger: for all the
earth shall be devoured with the fire of my
jealousy. For then willi tum to the people
a pme language, that they may all call
upon the name of the LORD, to serve him
with one consent.... The remnant of
Israel shall not do iniquity, nor speak lies;
neither shall a deceitful longue be found
in their mouth: for they shall feed and lie
down, and none shall make them afraid....
At that time willi bring you again, even in
the time that I gather you: for I will make
you a name and a praise among all people
of the earth, when I rum back yom captiv-
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The victory of the remnant will be so
complete that they will not" do iniquity,

nor speak lies; neither shall a deceitful tongue
be found in their mouth."

ity before your eyes, saith the LORD'"
Zephaniah 3:8-9, 13,20.

.. A pure lip." -Margin. .. A clean
speech." -Moffatt. "Telling no lies, ut-
tering no fraud." -Moffall. The applica-
tion of these texts 10 God's remnant peo-
ple cannot be questioned. Those who re-
ceive the latter min and have part in the
final gathering under the loud cry will

have a pUTe language and a clean speech.
Their language will be free from slang and
the "foolish lalking" and unclean and
filthy jesting mentioned in Ephesians 5:3-
5, as being unbecoming 10 sainls:

"But fOl11ication, and all uncleanness,
or covelousncss, let it nol be once named
mnong yOll, as becometh sainls; neither
filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting,
which arc not convenient: but rather giv-
ing of thanks. For this ye know, that no
whorcmonger, or unclean person, nor
covetous man, who is Hn idolater, hath any
inheritance in the Kingdom of Christ and
of God."

The victory of the remnalll will be so
complete that they will not "do iniquity,
nor speak lies; neither shall ,1 deceitful
tongue be found in their mouth." There
will be no false witnesses among them; no
talebearers or gossipers. The perfect con-
trol of speech will be cvidence of their
perfection of chamcter.

.. For in many things we offend all. If
any man offend not in word. the same is a
perfect man, and able also to bridle the
whole body'" Jamcs 3:2.

"And in their mouth was found no
guile: for they arc without fault before the
throne of God:' Revelation 14:5.

Guile the same as "deceit."
The rcmnant will be like Jesus in this
respect. .. Neither was deceit in his
mouth." Isaiah 53:9. Guile also has the
meaning of" termen," or" fermentation,"
because that which produces femlentation
is called "guile:' A tongue filled with
guile or deceit causes fermentation in the
church. It spoils thc swcct spirit that pre-
vailed and produces bitterness. It causes
fermentation. Here too, complete victory
over lying and false witncssing is the
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evidence of their perfection ..• And no lie
has ever been found upon their lips; they
aTC faultless:' - Weymouth. ., In their
moulh no falsehood was found; they arc
spotless." -Fenton... And on their lips no
lie was ever detected; they are stain-
less." -Moffatt. Three times the Revela-
tor declares lhat no liars will enler into the
celestial city or the kingdom of glory.

Unruly Tongues

"It pains me to say thar there arc
unruly tongues alllong church members.
There arc false tongues that teed on mis-
chief. Therc Clrc sly, whispering tongues.
There is tattling, mcddling,
adroit quizzing. Among the lovers of gos-
sip some ;,Ire nClutlled by curiosity, others
by jealousy, many by hatrcd against those
through whom God has spoken to reprove
them. All these discordant clements are at
work. Some conceal their real sentiments,
which others me eager to publish all they
know, or evcn suspect, of evil against
another." Testimonies, vol. 5,94.

We arc told that these gossipers make
trifling and unpremeditated rcmarks that
arc "unworthy of not icc" and view the
faults of others "through Satan's magni-
t'ying glass" and ponder and repeat them
., until molehills become mountains."
Ibid., 95.

.. Wrong prevails, man is made an
offender for a word, and suspicion, dis-
trust, jcalousy. cvil-sunnising, evilspcak-
ing, and injustice reproduce themselves
even in connection with the cause of God.

TI1C persecution that is carricd on
among church members is a most terrible
thing. II is true thai some have committed
errors and made mistakes, but it is equally
true that these errors and mistakes arc not
nearly as grievous in the sight of God as is
the harsh and unforgiving spirit of those
who are critieizers and censors. Many of
those who arc frce to pass judgment on
others are committing errors which, al-
though not made manifest, arc tainted
with deadly cvil that is corrupting their
spiritual life.... Many arc making mani-
fest lhal they arc not controlled by the

Spirit of Christ but by another spirit. The
aLtributcs they display arc as unlikc thc
attributes of Christ as arc the charac-
tcristics of Satan." Te."itimol1ies to Minis-
ters, 186.

"1 f Satan call cmploy professed be-
lievers to act as accusers of the brethren,
he is justly plcased; for those who do this
are just as truly serving him as was Judas
when he betrayed Chrisl. although they
Illay be doing it ignorantly. Satan is no
less active now than in Christ's day, and
those who lend themselves to do his work
will be manifest in spirit.

,. Floating rumors arc often the de-
stroyers of unity among brethren. There
arc some who watch with open mind and
eaTS to catch flying scandal. Thcy gather
up little incidents which may be trining in
themsclves, but which arc repealed and
exaggerated until a Illan is made an of-
fcndcr for a word." Ibid.• 504-505.

"We think with horror of the cannibal
who feasts on the still warm and trem-
bling flesh of his victim; but are the
results of even this practice morc terrible
than arc the agony Hnd ruin caused by
misrepresenting motive, blackcning
reputation, dissecling character?" Educ(f-
{;OI1, 235... How many families season
their d<lily meals with doubt and ques-
tionings. They dissect the characters of
their friends, and serve thelll lip as a
dainty dessert. A preciolls bit of slander
is passed around Ihe board to be com-
mented upon, not only by adults, but by
children.... The namcs of God's chosen
scrvnnts have been handled with disre-
spect, and in sOllle cases with absolutc
contempt, by cenain persons whose duty
it is to uphold thelll." Testimonies, vol. 4,
195.

o wonder it is impossible for minis-
ters and other church workers to help the
children in SOIlle homcs. Their confidence
in church Icaders has becn destroyed by
gossip.

Refuse to Hear

•. Speak cvil of no man. Hear evil of no
man. If there be 110 hearers, there will be
no speakers of evil. If anyone speaks evil
in your presence, check him. Refuse 10
hear him, though his manner be ever so
soft and his accents mild. He may profess
attachment, and yet Lhrow out coven hints
and stab the character in t.he dark.

"Resolutely refuse to hear, though the
whispercr complains of being burdened
till he speak. Burdened indeed! with a
cursed secrei which separateth very



friends. Go. burdened ones, and free your-
sclvc.'.; from your burden in God\. ap-
pointed way. First go tell your brother his
fault between you and him alone." Tes/i-
monies, vol. 2, 5'+.

.. Gossipers and news carriers are a
terriblc curse to neighborhoods and
churches'" Ibid.. How quickly this
method would close the mouths of gos-
sipers (lnd talebearers! Another good plcln

is to ask thclll to write it down clild sign
their name to it. Still another is to insist
that the person involved be called in (a
hear the story.

Complete Victory

Those who receive the latter rain and
are translated will be complete victors
over this terrible evil. Dan was a back-

biter and no Danitcs will enter the king-
dom of heaven. He thClt will love life. and
sec good days, let him refrain his tongue
from evil. and his lips that they speak no
guile. Let him eschew evil and do good;
let him seek peace and pursue it. For the
eyes of the Lord are over the righteous,
and His ears arc open unto their prayers.
See Psalm 34: 12-15. 0
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A Message for Our Young
People

1f.1'THERE are books that are of vital im-
\!..l.-portance that are not looked at by our
young people. They are neglected because
they are not so interesting to them as Some
lighter reading.
We should advise the young to take hold

of stich reading matter as recommends it-
self for the upbuilding of Christian charac-
ter. The most essential points of our faith

IfGod's people ever needed the reproofs, exhortations,
encouragement, and doctrinal clarifications of the Ellen G. White
articles in the Review and Herald, it is in tilese closing days of
eartll.'s history. The nearly nineteen hundred Review and Herald
articles written e&'}>ecially for the remnant people are now
available in a convenient, economical, and easily read format.
This "Devotional VolUllle Set" comes in wee volumes and

contains all of the E. G. White materials found ill
the well-lmowll, six-volUllle set. This new printing r - - - - -,

also contains several commUllications left out of
the larger set, as well as several reports and
COlIDuemorative sermons by the pioneers
relating to the final illness, deatil, and funeral
service ofSister White which were not included
in the CD-ROM version.
The &'}>ecial paperbackbinding, which is

laminated and is intended for fr·equent use, lies
open for easy reading without cracking or
separating the pages. Each 8.5 by ll-inch
vohune is 856 pages-a total of over 2500 pages.
It is the intent of the publishers to encourage

God's people to recapture and retain the
inspired messages and vision originally
directed to our forebears thmugh the pages of
the official Seventh-day Adventist Church
paper-the Review and Herald. Plan allead now;
tilis set would make excellent holiday gifts.
Purchase the entire three-volume set for only

$120. See page 3 for shipping and sales tax
information.

EDen C. White
ReviewandHeraldArnele§
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The Way, the Truth, and the Life
I N answer to Christ's words, "1 am the

way, the truth, and the life;' Philip
said, "Lord, shew us the Father, and it

suffiCClh liS."" "Have I been so long time
with you, and yel hast thou not known
me, Philip?" Christ said, "He that hath
seen me hath seen the Father; and how
sayest thou then, Shew us the Father?"
John 14:6,8-9.

Christ came to our world to reveal the
Father. Whatever attractions He pos-
sessed, He manifested only those that
dwell in the character of God. His words
revealed the goodness, mercy, and love of
the Father. His excellence was the perfec-
tion of the Father. In His every word and
work may be seen the manifestation of the
attributes of His Father.

In Christ dwelt all the fulness of the
Godhead. But the only way in which He
could reach men waS to veil His glory by
a garb of humanity. The angels beheld the
hiding of His glory, that divinity might
touch humanity. Christ ever retained the
utmost hatred for sin, but He loved the
purchase of His blood. He suffered in the
place of sinful men, taking them into
union with Himself. This is the mystery
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into which angels desire to look. They
desire to know how Christ could live and
work in a fallen world, how He could
mingle with sinful humanity. It was a
mystery to them that He who hated sin
with intense hatred felt the most tender,
compassionate sympathy for the beings
that committed sin.

Satan had worked long to efface the
true impression of God, and to represent
Him as a God having no love. This is
Satan's character. He is destitute of mercy
and compassion. Overbearing and re-
vengeful, he delights in the misery that he
brings on the human family. With these
attributes he attempted to clothe the God
of heaven.

Christ came to remove these unjust
impressions. He came to assure men that
they need not fear to approach God because
of His greatness and majesty. He constantly
sought to carry the attention of His hearers
to God. He presented the greatness of the
Father's love, declaring that Hehad SO great
a care for His children that even the hairs of
their head are numbered. Not a sparrow
falls to the ground without the notice oftlle
heavenly Father. He sympathizes with all

Ellen G. White

the creatures He has made, and if the heart
is given into His hands, and attuned by His
power, it will respond by strains of melody
and thanksgiving.

Ln His wisdom the Saviour teaches us
to approach God with the confidence of a
child. He instructs us to call Jehovah by
the endearing name of .. Father," that we
may not separate from Him in awe and
coldness. Constantly He points us to the
emblems of fatherly love, seeking to en-
courage faith and confidence in God. He
pleads with us to have a correct idea of the
Father. He throws back the accusation of
the enemy, declaring, .. Like as a father
pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth
them that fear him." Psalm 103: 13. He
would have the memorials of redeeming
grace arrest our attention, that we may
know that all the goodness, mercy, pa-
tience, forbearance, seen in Him, belong
to God.

But notwithstanding the fact that the
disciples were privileged to be with Christ,
and were greatly blessed by His instruction,
they were slow to appropriate His words to
themselves, and many times they remained
in ignorance of the true meaning of the



Our great peril is in regarding the Lord's
plans with cool indifference. All Heaven is

actively engaged in working out the plans of
God.... How then do finite men dare to put
aside God's plans for their own?

precious unerances that fell from His lips.
He pleaded with them to have faith in Him.
... Believe me that I am in the Father, and the
Father in me: or else believe me for the very
works &1ke:' John 14: II. "By their fmilS
ye shall know them." Matthew 7:20. Is not
the fruit I bear sufficient evidence?

"Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that
believeth 011 me [not with a fluctuating
faith, but as the only-begonen Son of God,
and a personal Saviour], the works that I
do shall he do and greater works than
these shall he do; because I go unto my
Father. And whatsoever ye shall ask in my
name, that will I do, lhal the Father may
be glorified in the Son." John 14:12-13.
This promise the disciples held fast by
faith, and on the day of Pentecost it was
graciously fulfilled by the Lord. They
were bidden 110t to leave Jerusalem till
they had been endued with power from on
high. They therefore remained in Jerusa-
lem, fasting and praying. They emptied
from their hearts all bitlcmcss, all es-
trangement, all differences; for this would
have prevented their prayers being as one.
And when they were emptied of self,
Christ filled the vacancy. The Holy Spirit
came lIpon them, and tilled all the house
where they were sitting, Then was the
promise fulfilled: "Ifye love me, kecp Illy
commandments. And I will pray the Fa-
ther, and he shall give yOll another Com-
forter, that he may abide with you for-
ever:" Verses 15-16.

The Holy Spirit leads men 10 cooper-
ate with God. This is the design in divine
help. And in our turn we aTC to lead others
to Christ, the Way, the Truth, and the Life.
As we engage in this work with heart and
soul, we arc blessed and strengthened.
God stands ready 10 cooperate with us, but
this He can not do till we do our duty. If
ministers and Ieachers would learn the
lessons given here so clearly and explic-
itly, a great change would take place in the
ministry of the Word. They would realize
their entire dependence upon God, and
would work for Him with wholehearted
earnestness. The Holy Spirit would work
in and through them" and the unconverted
would be rescued from their insensibility.

The great reason why the church has
Ilot morc cfriciency and powcr is that its
members love the world. They reject the
Spirit of God, and fill their hearts with
idols. They love the world. and the things
of the world, and of all such the words of
Inspiration declare, ., If any man love the
world, the love of the Father is not in
him:" I John 2: 15. They arc not, as was
Christ. in the world but not of the world.

The Lord cannOI manifest Himself to pro-
fessed Christians who love the world; for
spiritual things are spiritually discerned.

The Holy Spirit is given to bring to
our remembrance the words and works of
Christ, spoken for the salvation of the
soul; and if this Spirit were recognized
and appreciated, spiritual life would in-
crease one hundred-fold. But many do
not choose to remember. They seek
rather to forget the good impression
made on mind and heart. They do not
desire to yield their way for God's way.
God bears long with them. and His Spirit

is constantly employed to bring spiritual
things to their remembrance, that subjects
of vital importance may find a lodgment
in their hearts. The Spirit takes of the
things of God, and prescnts them to mind.
Constantly the mind is given glimpses of
God. If men listen for the voice of God,
these spiritual impressions become more
and more frequent, and extend from one
to another till the leaven seems to go
through the whole church. A divine pres-
ence hovers over the people, and a re-
vival is the result. Souls are converted.
The sympathies and energies of the peo-
ple arc enlisted on the side of the truth.
God works in them, to wi II and to do of
His good pleasure, breaking the spell of
the world. and engrossing the thoughts
with subjects of eternal interest.

The most powerful motives and attrac-
tions that can be imagined are offered to
reclaim man, and win him from the path
of transgression to the path of humble
obedience.., He that spared not his own
Son, but delivered him up for us all, how
shall he not with him also freely give us
all things?" Romans 8:32. No stronger
inducement could be offered. Nothing is
withheld. In Christ God gave Himself. He
has enriched the world with a Gift beyond
all parallel. This Gift is the Source of all
patience. forbearance, and mercy. In it is
love sufficient to fill the whole world. It is
of infinite value; for with it was given all
that Heaven could bestow.

Our great peril is in regarding the
Lord's plans with cool indifference. All
Heaven is actively engaged in working
out the plans ofGod for the salvation of an
unbelieving world. How then do finite
men dare to put aside God's plans for their
own? By doing this, they place their souls
in great peril. Shall we not respond to
God's love by giving ourselves to Him
withollt reservation, by walking in His
way. by dctcnnining to do His will? An-
gels are enlisted in this work. They do the
bidding of God by cooperating with hu-
man endeavor. They arc filled with

amazement; for they are unable to meas-
ure the greatness of God's love. The
chosen instruments of righteousness join
in the testimony. saying, "Herein is love,
not that we loved God, but that he loved
us. and sent his Son to be the propitiation
for our sins:" I John 4: 10. As the follow-
ers of Christ sec Him, the Way, the Truth,
and the Life, they exclaim, "God forbid
that I should glory, save in the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ." Galatians 6: 14.
Charged with a special message. they
proclaim Christ, and Him crucified. 0

7/," Signs oflhe Tillles, January 20, 1898.

"Even sinners whose hearts
are not utterly closed to God's
Spirit, will respond to kindness;
while they may give hate for
hate, they will also give love for
love. But it is only the Spirit of
God that gives love for hatred.
To be kind to the unthankful and
to the evil, to do good hoping for
nothing again, is the insignia of
the royalty of heaven, the sure
token by which the children of
the Highest reveal their high es-
tate." Thoughts From the Mount
ofBlessing, 75.
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Thank you for Our Firm Foundatioll. I

have been a Seventh-day Adventist for a
good many years. I didn't know all the
truths until I shined reading Our Firm
Foundation. BB, California

We would like to thank you for your
part in taking God's message of pure tnuh
to all the world. YOli are always in our
prayers. CK, Nor'h Carolina

I would like to thank God at first for
giving you that wonclcrfultask of preach-
ing the three angels' mess<lges to all man-
kind.

I did not know thai the Spirit of Proph-
ecy carries such preciolls, everlasting
trulh. Thanks be unto God to see the truth
in 0111' Firm Foulldatiol/,

Here in Zimbabwe, Ellen G. While's
books arc only talked about. but arc no-
where to be round.

I am kindly asking you, my brothers.
if you can, by God's mercy, assist me
with the following books: Messages to
YOting People, Spiriltial Gifts. Gospel
Workers. Testimonies tn Ministers, E,'all-
gelism, ..mel Mind. Character, and Per-
sOl/ality. And I don't know how 1 could
get Our Firm Foundation every month.

TP. Zil1lbab\t'e

We read of the gn:at work dOllc,
and we pmisc God His work is going
forward. Your Firm Foulldatioll is a
blessing to us. I am loaning it out and
requesting it back for references. I wish I
could send morc out, but I Ihink it best to
send donations. Our prayers are with you
as ever. TK. Texas

I am sending you a money order for
$100 to be used for literature evangelism.
Thank you for your ministry. J surely
enjoy Our Firm Foundation. May God
continue to ble5..'i your every effon to wam
the world of its pcnding doom. Fe

Your September is..<;;uc of Our Firm
Foundation arrived, ancl, as usual, I cn-
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joyed reading it. Howevcr, as I read it,
questions kept coming back to me about
the difficult limes that wc anticipate
before Christ's r..:tum.

In the student Bible, ew lntema-
tional Version, there is a statement that is
pan of the commcntary at the beginning
of I Peter which ,. More people
have died for their religious faith in this
century than in all lhc rest of history
combincd. .. Persecutions, yes, much
tragedy to all peoplcs," Aren't we in
"shaking times"? I think it is dangerous
always to think ol'thc" timc ol'troubic" liS
a future event when trouble abounds all
<tround

It seems tltat Christ's second coming
could be evcn ncarer than considered.

GD, Minnesota

This is God's money! Usc it wisely. I
have confidence in you folks.

We are living in thc days, a differ-
ent world and a diffcrent church than I
was bom into sevcnty-Ihree yent'S ago.

Rcmain faithful to Him.
ER, Tennessee

From EDlt/r's Final Warning

Please send me severnl copies of your
newspaper captioned the" New World Or-
dcr Coming." A in Christ called and
told me someone left your paper on her
door and she is kLocping it for her family. It's
a great idea to distribute in that manner. I'm
looking forw<ird to reading it and pas.."ing it
on to my family. EB. Oregon

I read your Earth's Fillal Warning,
and as (l Bible-believing Christian, you
got my attciltion. DT. Hal1'aii

1 am an «vid student of the Bible and
prc<.Ich the truth cOl1ceming the Bible Sab-
bath as yOll do. I was delighted to find
your papGr Earll!'s Final Warning
through a fricnd who knew I preached and
studied concerning cnd-timcs, God's
Law, the Roman Catholic godless institll-

tion, etc. I was al11;Jzcd Ihat thcre wcre
olher people out there, much like in Eli-
jah's timc, who have not "bowed their
knee 10 Baal:' Howevcr, in trying to show
people, especi<.llly those in professing
Christian churches who believe thcy arc
sincere, the way the U\w applies to us and
that not evcrything was -, nailed to the
cross" as they quote (they dan', under-
stand-only the physical and ceremonial
laws are done away with), I find that
diffcrcl1l Bible versions change things
around and peoph.: haven't studicd to find
out which arc correct versions. like the
King Jamcs. So, plc<lse send mc Rome's
Clwl/eJlse, Heralds Peace, and allY
information 011 Bible versions. Also, any
other literature that you have available, as
I would like to le;lrn more 011 your bclid's
ill the hopes of financially supporting true
brothers <tnd sisters in the Lord. Thank
yOtl. £5

I came to read your newspapcr entitled
Earth's FiJ/al Womillg in the home of a
friend. I occar11l.: so much imercMed thai I
would like 10 have a copy or IwO of the
Si:lmc issue for my personal file ;mel refer-
encc. Please bill me the cost of the materi-
als and enroll me in your free Bible
course.

If it is IXlssiblc. plcase send a eopy to
the following people as listed below.
The) arc also illleresled to know some-
thing about the issuc. AH. Califomia

1 am the intcrn pastor at St. Andrews
Luthcmn Church and have recently re·
ccived 41 copy of your paper. Can you tell
me what church group or denomination
you arc affiliated with? I don't want to be
put on a mailing list, but I am curialiS
4lbOlit your affiliation and gcncral belicf:....
Thank you. CP, C"Ii{omia

Sending $111 to :-.upport your minb-
try. Would like to Ix' on your mailing list
and would Iikc to get more copies of
Earth's Filial Warning. Please also send
Rowe's ChalLenge. MR. Cal(jom;a



Our Firm Foundation
Annual Index ofArticles

Forthe Year 1995

Anderson, Dirk
.• Sevcn Stcps to Conqucring Sin," June

Andreasen, M. 1..
"Thc Last Gencration," July-August

Annual Council, The General
Conference
"The 1973 & 1974 Appeals," April

Bunch, Taylor
"Two Parallel Movcments, Part 2;'
January

"The Two Movcments in Prophecy,"
February

"The Law il1ld the Sabbilth," March
"The JUclgments orGod," April
"The Midnight Deliverance," June
"The Mix.ed Multitude," July
., Divine Leadership," August
., Organization and Finances," September
.. Health Reform:' October
"The Symbol of Rightcollsllcss,"
November

"The Sin of Falsc Witnessing,"
December

EillyJ!., Clark
"Revivill and Reformation-Ollr
Greatcst Nced," February

"The Prescription for Success," March
"Thc Trial of the Century," July
"All Who Live Godly," September
"The Testimony of Asaph," October

Gilbert, F. C.
,. Why Did the Jews Reject Jesus the
Messiah?" Decclnbcr

Harris, Judd
•. Arise, Go Over This Jordan," April

Haskell, Stephen N.
"The Tcst of Character," March

HohnbergerJim
"This Is Faith," February
'"The Last Grcat Step:' November

Hunter, Scott
"An) We Emphasizing the Most
Important Subject?"' Fcbruary

.Kru!p.per, Harry
"1'0 Stand Alone;' November

Larson, Raluh
.. Ahimaaz Runs Again:' May

Lin, David
.. Thl: Spirit of Prophecy and the Last
Generation." November

Monterrey, Preston
'" Sobering Thoughts for a Delegate,"
May

Nienstedt, Lori-Ann
.. HaI1owcen: Tricked Nor Treated!"
OClobcr

Osgood,..lliwitt
"Why Was the Holy Spirit
Withdf<lwn?" January

Paulson, Kevin
., Corrupt Channels and Fragrant
Incense," February

Pierson, Rohert H.
"Still Here-Why?" Septclllbcr

fippengerJrlf
"Choose Yo This Day:' January
"The Issue of Nabolh's Vincyard," May

Priehe, Dennis
... EUell White's Writings: Their Role and
Function," January-February

Pyke, Rohert
"The Substitute," March-April

Scarbrough, Lowell
'"The Shame of Silence:' JUlie

Sparks, Vernon
"'In the Family of Adam:' March
"The Nature of Sin," April
"In the Likl;';lleSS of Sinful Flesh," Mny
"Our Example in Obediencc," June
.. Vindicating God's Character:'
July-August

.• When God Defined Healthful Drcss,"
September-October

"General Counsels on Drc..';;s," Novcmhcr
.• Joining thc Independence Party,"
December

.. Spirituallsracl and thoJ Lallcr Rain,"
January

"The Sabbath and the Time of Trouble,"
June

.. A Chosen Gencration," July
"Looking Back," August
"Provc All Things," Scptember

Standish, Colin
"Will YOll Receive the Latter Rain?"
January

.. Ordination ofWomen: The Issue That
Will Not Die:' Mav

.. A Divided Church," "Junc

.. DC<.;lllond Ford and Our Firm
FOUlldGlioll," August

.. Renections Upon the 56th General
Conference Session,"
October-November

.. Sligo Church 'Ordains' Women
Pastors," November

"The Council of Trent Casts Its Shadow
Across Christendom," December

Standish, Russell
"Goers Call 10 Ministry, Part 2," January
,. Salvation: The Great Condition;' May
"Correct Doctrine, Cilristlcss Lives,"
Septcmber

"Cowardly Silence Conceived in Fear,"

.• Wilithcr Gocth Our Church?"
December

WatersJilln
'"The of Our Words." July

.ll'Jill.e, Ellen G.
'"The DUly ofConfc:-;sioll," Jalluary
.. Repent, and Do the First Works,"
FcbrU<lry

"Lcssons for Christians." Fcbnwry
.. Laboring in the Spirit of Christ," March
.. Awake Out of Sleep," March
.. Have You Oil in Your Vessels With
Your Lamps?"' April

.. Entire Consecration Necessary:' June
,. Making Wills," July
"The Snares of Satan," August
.. Shall We Be Found Wanting?" August
.. What Shall We Read?"' September
.. Are We in the Faith?" September
"For a Witness Unto All Nations,"
Septcmber

"The Way, the Truth, and the Life:'
October-December

"Accountability for Light." October
"A Lesson in Health Rcforrn,'"
Novelnbcr

White, James
'" Leadership," Man:h
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The Seventh-day Sabbath
and a National Sunday Lc;tw

by Jacob Teske

Bulk Mailing·· 50¢
- Bulk mail price indudes bcok
and costage. This rate applies to
bulk mailings to every residence
in a spedlied ZIP rode.

Sale Prices good until January 31-
Quantity Each
1-1 0 books 85¢
11-159 65¢
1-7 cases· 45¢
8+ cases· 35¢
·Case quantity: 160
See page 3 for shipping
and sales tax information.

Order several
copies of The
Seventh-day
Sabbath and a
National
Sunday Law to
share with your
neighbors,
friends. and
business
contacts.

H ERE is a witnessing tool you will not want to be without. The 5eventh-day Sabbath and a
National Sunday Law is prepared as a bulk mailer with a four-color cover and is by far the
most powerful presentation on the Sabbath-Sunday issue to date. The book's 24 chapters are

easy reading for non-Adventists, and they beautifully cover the broad spectrum ofSabbath issues.
The last chapter is followed by an appendix
entitled "Rome's Challenge." This appendix was
Oliginally published in September 1893. as
four separate articles in the CatholicMirror. the
official organ of the late Cardinal Gibbons and
the Papacy in the United States. It supports
the premises brought forth by Teske as it
challenges Protestantism to either uphold the
Bible Sabbath that the Hebrews, Seventh-day
Adventists. and others observe as the day of
worship, or else
to admit their
compromise of
Bible authority
and to
acknowledge
that their
"mother church"
exercised her
power to change
the Law of God.
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